HAKON CHRISTIE:
Norwegian Stave Churches

Urnes stave church: section
Eglise d’Urnes: coupe
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Urnes stave church stands as a symbol of ancients Norwegian architecture in general
and of the Norwegian stave churches in particular. It is indeed one of our oldest and best
preserved of the stave churches. There are, however, stave churches which look comple-
tely different, but which must equally be considered as perfectly good stave churches.
This makes it necessary to provide a closer definition of what a stave church actually is.
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Stave churches are those churches which have walls in stave technique. A stave wall
has perpendicular wall planks joined together with tongue and groove. The foot of each
plank is tenoned into the sill beam, and in the same way the top is tenoned into the wall
plate. In each corner the wall has a corner post which is joined to the sill beam at the
bottom and the wall plate at the top. Thus a stave wall has a powerfully dimensioned and
solidly connected frame consisting of a sill beam, two corner posts and a wall plate.
Furthermore, the sill beams of the four walls of the church form a solid base frame which
the whole building rests upon. The wall plates form a corresponding top frame which

bears the roof.

Stave wall: 1-sill, 2-corner post, 3-wall plank, 4-wall plate.
Paroi en bois debout: 1-sabliére basse, 2-potean cornier, 3-planches. 4-sabliére haute.
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