







































































































































































want to get rid of - like "lice, ants or rats". If bigger animals are used
always the female words in a degrading sense - are used - bitches or
asses. But the perpetrators give themselves names as - the white eagles,
or the tigers, or the toros. Words associated with strength, vigilance and
viritity. The intention is clear, to broaden the gap between perpetrators
and the victims. Very deliberately without human associations. Just think
if they all considered themselves as human beings ~ in the same boat -
this project of destruction would not be possible.

The destruction of basic trust between members of a society make people
more susceptible to organized violence and thus the resistance is difficult
to mobilise. The victims also carry the collective shame and/or the
individual guilt of having been abused. They blame themselves for what
happened even if they intellectually know the fault is not theirs. All this
adds to the physical and psychological ilibeing. Their own knowledges,
experiences, traditions, norms and personal histories, all what we in our
daily speech call culture has no relevance or value. Persons surviving
organized violence are victims for the rest of their lives. Especially
wormen have experienced that their female identity have been smudged
and that their reproductive capacity has been the specific target of
aggression. The utmost humiliation of human dignity. Of course, this
way of "killing people” is cheap and easy and guarantees life long
sufferings for the victims and bears an impact on coming generations —
second, third, even fourth.

The psychological aspects of war is like a symbolic drama taking place
within the mind of the human beings or within the mind of a nation.
When we all humans feel threatened we react mentally with regression
and a number of other primitive psychological defence mechanisms like
splitting, projection, denial and turning to opposite. The purpose of these
psychological reactions is to protect and put safeguard to our threatened
EGOs = nucleus of identity. When changes are coming to abruptly on

us and when we do not understand and we only experience losses, of
course, we all react like this, more or less aware of these psychological
reactions.

When we feel threatened we either attack (fight) or we flee from it
(flight) or become extremely passive and do nothing but stand still. The
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reactions are biological responses from the oldest part of our brain,
called the snake brain or the reptile brain, and evokes reactions in our
vegetative nervous system. The physiological responses are the fight and
flight response (the so called sympaticus response) or the more passive
response (the so called parasympaticus response). There is a sex diffe-
rence. Men tend to react more with the sympaticus than women.

The higher, more developed parts, called the "big brain", where e.g.
thoughts, language, abstractions, sense of right and wrong, morale and
empathy etc.. regulates our lower part of the brain. But this control
mechanism can be disturbed if the big brain is under influence of drugs
and/or alcohol and/or extreme physical hardships. The reality becomes
distorted and we behave in a strange way, that we would not do under
ordinary conditions. Of course, the individual variations are big, but in
general terms this is possible with all of us if we are forced into extreme
conditions. There are some people who most of the times are driven by
primitive impulses and have a sensatton of threat and can't control
themselves and attack as first step. We call them "persona immatura" .
Alcohol and drugs, of course, has a negative influence on the control
mechanism of the big brain. Most violence carried out in this world is
under the influence of alcohol and by men. The male sex hormone
lestosterone not only activates the sexual potence but also the aggressivi-
1y. The excessive use of anabolic steroids (chemically and pharmacologi-
cally similar to the male sex hormones) among some extreme body
builders show the adverse effects of this type of drugs, uncontrolled
aggressivity especially with the combination of alcohol and/or drugs.

The reason for my diving into the depths of biology is to explain that the
possibility of such behaviour is amongst us all - individuals or nations.
Depending on the individual and collective control mechanisms and
structures created in our society and culture.,

It seems that the culture of violence has an incredible high status in the
Western world. Violence as amusement e.g. in sports and films (even
Donald Duck for children). Violence in politics! With the ongoing war in
Bosnia-Herzegovina it is easy to think "those down at Balkan with their
tribal primitive behaviour”: Well, look at our hooligans - the football
supporters. Put them in uniforms and arm them with weapons. What is
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the difference. Especially if all our governments would sanction their
behaviour and make it a virtue for the nation's survival. Of course, they
would go berserk and amok.

The human being - with enormous capacity - nature has endowed in our
brains can be used constructively but also destructively. At the same
time as mankind has created the most precious pieces of art at the same
time we have been able to construct the possibilities of total human
devastation, the nuclear bomb, and other ABC weapons and the con-
centration camps to effectively kill off people.

So, ladies and gentlemen, my answer is that organized violence is part of
the military strategy in the political structure to destroy culture — people
and monuments. The challenge, as I see it, is to use our knowledge and
imagination and to create possibilities to restore human health and human
dignity and recreate the cultural monuments. It will be our joint efforts
and a responsibility for the whole international community.

The seminar - a summary

Bengt O H Johansson

Despite the fact that armed conflicts and poverty today are threatening
the cultural heritage all over the world our discussions inevitably centred
on what takes place in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

The seminar started with establishing some basic facts about the destruc-
tion that has taken - and takes - place in ex-Yugoslavia. An estimated
percentage of 75% of the cultural heritage is damaged - in spite of the
fact that UNESCO has tried to intervene and at last managed to stop the
shelling of Dubrovnik.

The presentations showed, very clearly, that the destruction of the
heritage has been, and is carried out as a part of a strategy of ethnic
cleansing. As General Lars-Erik Wahlgren put it: "When conflicts are
ethnic the symbols are important to destroy". The destruction of symbols
are by no means new to the world. Professor Boylan pointed out many
occasions in the history of mankind when looting of monuments took
place as a part of warfare.

It was observed that historic facts were systematically distorted in ex-
Yugoslavia for a long pre-war period in order to justify claims on terri-
tories. An afterthought of self critic was voiced in the discussions; in
some way the success of the cultural heritage movement and our habit of
pointing out the heritage as a matter of national identity might have
paved the way for this destruction.

The experience from many UN peace-keeping missions show that the
UN forces have a good chance of contributing to the saving of the
heritage as a part of their humanitarian mission. This task is however
rendered more difficult by the fact that there has not been a clear man-
date from the Security Council to do so. Ideally, it was said, liaison
officers for the protection of the cultural heritage should work inside the
UN Peace-Keeping Forces not least in order to get access to areas that
should be monitored. The importance of adequate training of the UN
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military personnel - as is already done in the Netherlands - was also
stressed. The training should give a solid knowledge of the Hague
convention and the World Heritage Convention as well as of the cultural
heritage in the area and what could be done to safeguard it. Manuals for
military personnel should be prepared already in peace time; luckily
handbooks have been produced by some parties.

In all peace-keeping efforts — so it was pointed out - it is very important
to seek the support of the local population. This also is true for initi-
atives from the international community to start heritage conservation
work. Several speakers underlined the importance of this approach.

We learned about the creation of the Hague Convention, its structure, its
protocot and how it could be used in order to enforce the idea that
deliberate destruction of the cultural heritage in war (may the object of
the cultural heritage at risk be small or large, of worldwide or local
importance) is a crime against humanity. We were also reminded that the
Hague convention rightly states that the cultural heritage in all its variety
belongs to all people.

The Convention is however weakened by the fact that few states have
signed it and that there are no sanctions for countries who violates the
Convention. Furthermore it is applicable only in the case of war, and the
fact that war is at hand is often denied by nations involved in civil war.

The World Heritage Convention may in comparison give the internatio-
nal community somewhat better opportunities to act in defence of World
Heritage in danger, at least in the case of civil war. This was however a
matter where opinions differed among us. We were told however that
UNESCO is active in promoting the Hague Convention and making it
better known, also encouraging governments to prepare in peace time for
any kind of disaster that might occur besides war. It would be helpful if
the NGOs would question their governments about the Convention and
what their governments views might be regarding its implementation.

We agreed that the networks should be strengthened, primarily the
national networks between government, heritage administration,
UNESCO National Commissions, NGOs - such as ICOMOS - and the
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military in order to ensure that the importance of the cultural heritage is
understood and visible in the decision and information process. We also
agreed to keep an ethic discussion about the heritage alive and stress the
importance of bringing down to reality all the promises made by respon-
sible parties about education on all levels.

Talking about networks brought up the proposal from ICOMOS on the
creation of a fund for the safeguarding of cultural heritage at risk. The
fund - which structure and administration is already well worked out in
the proposal - should work somewhat like the Red Cross and without
being tampered by unnecessary bureaucracy.

Another glimpse of optimism was given in the presentation of the World
Commission on Culture and Development headed by the former UN
Secretary General Mr Perez de Quellar where fundamental questions on
the future of the cultural heritage are going to be discussed and hopefully
processed on the international level in connection with Agenda 21.

Our media representatives helped us to understand that mass media
follows its own changing conventions. In doing so the search for the
human dimension is always very important: without the help of artists
and authors we could never succeed in getting the message across. They
can give us the emotions needed in order to understand the human values
that are threatened and the "black holes" in people's mind that are
created by such acts as the destruction of the bridge in Mostar. This
aspect was very clear in the report brought to us from Sarajevo on the
horrors and human tragedies of the besieged city. The discussions that
followed these interventions centred on the importance of supporting
independent media in such conflicts but also on the need to study the role
of media in the creation of pre-war tensions.

At the very end we were given the physicians view on the nature of
violence, its location in the human brain versus that part in the brain
were human dignity is situated. The latter part of our mind must be
helped to prevail. Our discussions about the importance of safeguarding
the cultural heritage in armed conflict was strengthened by this perspec-
tive. That is in the end why efforts like those we were discussing in the
seminar are so important: Culture is an essential part of human dignity.

117



Presentation of speakers

Margareta Bidrnstad, President of ICOMOS Sweden, Former Director-
General of the Central Board of National Antiquities, Member of the
Swedish National Commission for UNESCO

Ann-Marie Bostrom, Journalist, author, Swedish Radio & Television

Patrick J. Boylan, Vice President of ICOM, Professor, Department of
Arts Policy and Management, the City University, London

Christina Doctare, Medical Doctor, WHO, Copenhagen
Bernard van Droste, Director, World Heritage Center, UNESCO, Paris

Sabine M. Gimbrére, Lawyer, Ministry of Cultural Affairs, The Nether-
lands

Giselle Hyvert, Consultant, International Standards Section, Division of
Physical Heritage, UNESCO

Bengt O H Johansson, Senior Officer, Central Board of National
Antiquties, Stockholm ‘

Juliane Kirschbaum, President of the Cultural Heritage Committee,
Council of Europe

Leo van Nispen, Director, ICOMOS

Lyndel V. Prott, Chief, International Standards Section, Division of
Physical Heritage, UNESCO

Arne Ruth, Cultural Editor "Dagens Nyheter", Stockholm
Carl-Ivar Skarstedr, President, The Court of Appeal, Umed, Sweden

Lars-Erik Wahigren, General, Armed Forces, Sweden. Former
Commander-in-Chief, UN Peace-Keeping Forces in ex-Yugoslavia. -

118

Marian Wenzel, Director of the Bosnia-Herzegovina Heritage Rescue
Foundation, London

Others:

Margareta af Geijerstam, Senior Administrative Officer, Ministry of
Defense, Stockholm

Anita Jonsson, Senior Administrative Officer, Ministry for Cultural
Affairs/Swedish National Commission for UNESCO

Birgitta Hoberg, Swedish Coordinator for World Heritage Convention
and the Hague Convention. Senior Officer, the Central Board of National

Antiquities, Stockholm

Carl Johan Kleberg, Acting Director, Council for Cultural Affairs,
Stockholm

Keith Wijkander, Deputy Head of the Central Board of National
Antiquities, Stockholm

19



Skriftserien bestiills kostnadsfritt hos
Svenska Unescoridet, Utbildningsdepartementet, 103 33 Stockholm
tel 08 - 763 19 50, 763 19 54, fax 08 - 411 04 70

Nr 1/1991: FN:s internationella laskunnighetsar 1990: A DECADE OF READING
RESEARCH IN SWEDEN, Ingvar Lundberg

Nr 2/1991: DEKLARATION OCH REKOMMENDATIONER OM UNDERVISNING
I MILIOFRAGOR.

Nr 3/1991: FN:s internationella Liskunnighetsir 1990: TILL SYSTRARS JALP
om alfabetisering av kvinnor i tredje virlden

Nr 4/1991: FN:s internationella liskunnighetsar 1990 VARLDSKONFERENSEN
UTBILDNING FOR ALLA, Jomtien, Thailand, 5-9 mars 1991

Nr 5/1991: EN:s internationella liskunnighetsar 1990: JOMTIEN - OCH SE'N? Rapport
frin den svenska nationalkommittén for FN:s internationella liskunnighetsar 1990

NR 6/1991: REKOMMENDATIONER FOR VARD AV INHEMSKA OCH FOLKLIGA
KULTURTRADITIONER

NR 1/1992: WOMEN AND LITERACY; YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW
Nr 2/1992: EVALUATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN A CHANGING EUROPE
Nr 3/1992: RAPPORT FRAN UNESCO:s 26:¢ GENERALKONFERENS 1991

Nr 4/1992: THE STATUS OF THE ARTIST utdrag ur betinkandet Konstnirens villkor

Nr 1/1993: THE COEXISTENCE OF COMMUNITIES WITH DIVERSIFIED
CULTURAL IDENTITIES

Nr 2/1993: KONVENTIONEN OM SKYDD FOR VARLDENS KULTUR- OCH
NATURARY nytryck av 6/1984

Nr 3/1993: DEKLARATIONEN OM RASER OCH RASFORDOMAR
nytryck av 3/1980

Nr 4/1993: REKOMMENDATION OM UTBILDNING FOR INTERNATIONELL
FORSTAELSE nytryck av nr 3/1976

Nr 1/1994: UNESCO - EN INTRODUKTION
Nr 2/1994: RAPPORT FRAN UNESCO:s GENERALKONFERENS 1993

Nr 3/1994: RESOURCES FOR CULTURE - Culture in the neighbourhood, European
Expert Seminar, August 1993

REGERINGSKANSLIETS
OFFSETCENTRAL
Stockholm 1994 ISSN 0348-8705






