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of Mansions and Pepular Dwellings
on the JIomdan Inlands

»y & Dre Diemysis As Zivas , Architest
and Professer at the Natioms) Teshnieal

University of Athens o

, The Ionian Islands , strusg out along the Vesteran shores

| | ofn.inhndcrucondofthhlopomu,fmarodnﬂhhm

{ several pesuliarities. Ome of these is expressed in the types of
dwellings which are to be seen there. , doth as regards the houses
of the pepular slasses a3 well as those of the upper classes o

and ovaluatiem of these types of domieile,

ate as the first decades ia the preseant
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A proper stwdy
wvhish persisted even as 1
century , can be attempted omly if preceded by a stwdy of the regh-
s history through the last eight hundred years. The history ef
rs appreciadly from that of the main part ef Creece
principal ex-
»e detected be-
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on'
this period diffe
or of the islands of the Aegean Sea and provides the

planation for the major diffreneces which can easily

types of dwellings existing there and in the rest of

tween the
neceasary , eveam within the restricted

Greece. It is , therefore,
wounds of this paper , to maice referemce to those historie events

which gave wirth to the fusdamental amd deepest causes of these

differenses.

Until almost the end of the 12th century A.D. , the Ieniam

islamds formed part of ths Byzantime Bmpire . However, from the

e - 0 11th cemtwyy , the izlands had begua to suffsr raids »y Slavs ,
Love all, Franks . Their geograpaic positien as the
waich was aot always able to afford

explains the

Sa-

3 ' IICORE wee |
l isstera cutpeat of Bysantium ,
-rTective protectiem te all its outlyisg territertes ,

fregqueasy of these raids which combined with the goneral Eastward

wyrge , triggersd off by the Crusades,
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1 detailad sccommt of thase raids carmaet Ye givea ia
the premsent taxt wor would 13 aservs ay iaportaat yurpodes to 48 30,
What is of interest i3 to usderlizs that , %y the snd of the 12%h
sentury , the islands wsd csased to belorg to Byzantium and had pas-
sed into the hands of the Framks. [a Cachallswia , Zants axd [thaca,
a Palatine County was sst up ia 4.D. 1185 , Iirst by the Orsind aad
later by the Toceo tsmilies. This lasted uatid 31479. Ix Fhe zean-
time , Corfu , after 7arious adventurss , vas finally sccupisd sy the
Vanetians im 1386, A century iatsr aad three centuriss after the
first Prankish conquest , setvesn 1485 aad 1302 , Vanice oecusisd the
remaining Ionian islands save for Laucas ( Janta Maurs ) vhich did

not »ecome Venmetiam until 1684,

Thia three nusdred year isterval from te snd of ‘ae
12tk to the end of tae 15%th camturias was particularly critical be-
cause it coinmcided with the comsolidstiom of Frankish ruls ca the
islands and the simultansous weakenizg asd fizal collapse of She 3y-
zantine Empire and of the small Fraskiah duchiss whish had sprmag up
acroes mainland Gresca , sspecially aftar tae 4th Crusads. The lomian
islands amd Crete thus remsized tae saly Groek tervitories uader Ye-
anetian control. The thnres cemturies in questiom wers aiso critia@l
because they formsd the " dark age " in tha aistory of the foniam ig-
lands. Throughout ths pericd , ‘he sonquerors oppressed ihe aaticnal
and religious fealing of tha irhaditants vho wers regarded and tragted
a8 no more than zeris.

A5 a resuli , <21 at the and of the 15th camtury Va=
niee took Cerphalloaia, Zancs, {thaca and Jerige, thua asserting its
rule throughout 'he Zcalan 3Jma, tha isleaders grseted lhe chasge ia
the light of @ liberatica. The fact batl Venice hastsnad %o aatora
a fair systam of administratica ard to davelop agriculture and Lrads
on the ialssds , offerisg the =ails religlous (resdcm aacurity from

the Turks znd the sbtabua of 103 ? Jysak oitisazs * 5o 'ie lLajundera
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should e taiem serisusly Lito zceoum® a8 factors axplaiaisg ithe re—
latively high dasgree of loyalty zhows 3y the islamders towards itdeir

aev aaster ,
n the ~ther lamd , ia ordar te mus a sorrset zassssasat

amd imterpratatiom 57 the Towstiam attitnude , it showid e rmsahersd
that the intaria betwsen the slose of the 15tk cemtury amd the sariy
2art of ths 16th , was zarticularly paiaful %o Tenise 200auee it yide
nessed the loss , cae after the other , of mcrn.l'inyortut el he T ]
possensions , aocstly !a Greece amd it decame Shvicus that the asmly
ports which sould be relied upom as revistualling staticms 7or 7anetian
ahipe on the route Lo Crete uad tie Zgatern Mediterramean gererally
were those of the Ioniam Islamds. Jeace the aeed o0 Zortify ihese suit-
ably and to see to the material davelopaent sad welfars of their ishe-
bitants a8 a aiaizum {n ordsr te sasure iheir support agaiast tiae scm-
aon Tos,

430ther vary important dsvelomment sccurrsd at s2e sad of
the 15th century. 2y tzem the Renaissance had svolved 53 a hilswe-
shie and artistis acvewmeant 28 well , shish zhed its light all over ®ue
rope at the vsry mcaent wham tie Turidah zomquest o the roat >f Groece
had put an abrupt smd to the comtinuatica of Bymantise sulture xad art
#hickh , three centuriss sarlisr , uad “9en cut off for the Ilomiam is-
lands at the time of the first Framakiah occupaticma . [hersfaora , sriss—
tatiom of tke islaaders towards Vametiza vulture whish , at *hat tims ,
ves at 2 level weil above Chaelr swa and accestamce of ize spicrit and
art of the lenaissamce wre tie sost logical thiag “zat 20uld lsve
happened .,

Torstisa cosupatiom lasted thiwe mere csnturiss saztil :tae
day in 1797 whenm Vomice submitied o fapolewa . 4 further &5 jnars ca-
dor varicus rulers ware o 3o a2y hefors e Ilomlam i3laeds wars %0 »o-
come part of iis acdara dreek 3tate |,

Tha three centuries «f Timetiza male drought 3igmifisaas
sconcmio davaloyment o Sus lslands | cgriouliaxe sd STode arivisg.
The Greek Orthcdox shaxsh qulskly racoversd alscet all “de ziviloges
1t 3ad lcst ia he pracadirsg jartod, T comdatioa graw , 073 aived
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refil ;aent wnd the arts flourished. 3ligatly delayed , the Remais-
saace and , later, the Baroque styles pemetrated into the Iomiam
islands and Crete. These were the omly Greek territories free te
aaintain liaks with the West and they were able to follew closely
dest Zuropean artistis tremus , adapting them to local comditions
and to the ocutlook and traditicss eof a differeat people .

Three ma; r catego.‘ies of dwellings can be distimguished
in the Ionian islamds.

(a) those of the mobility which themselves cam be subdivided inte
city mamsiomns in the capital towms om each island , whieh formed the
permanent residemce of the family comcermed and the country houses
on the large estates , which were ocoupied as 3ummer residemces omly.
(») those of the urban middle classes which were comcentrated ia the
towns , and

(¢) those of the popular classes both ia towa amd country,

Studies om all these types of dwellings hn aot yet pro~
gressed to the stage where final gemeral comclusioms By be drawm .
411 the same , data so far avaiiasble pernits idemtificatiom of cer-
tain asie priuciples of eompositiom and distinctiom of certaim types
comsonly foumd om the Iomiam iz’ands , at least im categories (a) and
(c) which form the mai: subjeci : of this paper,

Ome of the oldest mmd best preserved mansions which
stood om the islamd of Zamte uatil 1953 - the year of the island's
almost total dentructiom by ea thquaice - was that of the Kcmoute fa-
mily, It was origimally built either toward the close of the 16th cem-
tury or early 1 the 17th axd was appareatly subjected subsequently te
variour modifications and major repairs. The d»asic principle whieh ru-
led its arehitectural compositiom was the prevalasmos of symsetry both
&8 regards plan and fasades. Thia, despite the fact that , tc the
original rectangular shape , a 3mall wing was added at ome end. The
intermal layout of the rectangle is absolutely symmetrical , as ssen
from its emtrance, the stairvay and the spaces to rigat and left. 4

oo



PP

- % -y

secumd imtarastiag zoiat 18 Lo be noted ia the appertures of hs first
storsy and ihe ilaposiag anirazoe wAich has the full anlzat =i the
growad Tlogr sad the seezanize. A third poiat of interset 1lss ia the
Plam of ths Tivst atoray - thae * piapo mobiles 7 -~ wiih its spaeions
racaption vom mowm lozally s the * sortgo * ohvionaly derived from
the Tanetias ° portasgo * .

T2zsa wasie priaciples of arshilsetiual sompositium
walck cleariy 2ave thair Inots ia o [taliam Aszeizzaace , vowail
20xe Or lzas i all the large messicss of Zamte . The mezsisma v dave
Junt 2een hoe a fairly slosed aad austers facade , o2e comid simcst 18y
37 a deXessire charscter . Ia sther szamnles of zueh nansioxs e fa-
sade is formsd iato succemsive 3elis with larger gsmsral azperturss
zad maueak mors flexidilily |, anch a2 tae acmes sl L2 Doswwangtial woad
the Acma Taailiss . dowevar , Doth the lattar Selsag %o & later eriod,

Txe same dasis ldaa of a sywmetris plam and 1 contral ve-
aptica spese appliss aqually to the zomatry mansicss a2 She tarys Ta-
aily satates. '3 iatersatiag sraapls 13 thar of a uzssion hich vaed
%o eiong i1 slder tlmme %o ihe 3olomos Family. Serae, iz, 1Y cua e
asem taal, altaongh 1t coacerzsd 2 anch smallsr walldisg, “he zoseral
coapositica sm8 the dame, i 13 svam vorth zotiag that, a2 “his rsee 5
she maim recestiza hall om Uae Cirst storey soss rizat Shrovgd he buile
aiag to tas other 3ide. Mis i3 a featwrs which will Se set iz alacet
1l tha susdsquent oxampise. i siailar arrangemsat 13 o se fousd 12
the mansiom of e Zavitdiaae Szmily sn o ihne islaud of Oorfa. Iz tkis
sase also the plam 13 Dosed vm 3 avmmeirizal axia widh 3 hrongA cene
tral space , subdivided tato tvo ammllor staces.

T et lapressive sxample ol a coumbiyy szsica cm he
laland of Zeabe i3 that 52 The Touadsl Qwmily. Ta 453 sllar fara, a8
hazded dowa i a4 satoh of Lwt wabay, 14 s a Zairly laszm conplex

&

Tith aa algvaled coatral stowdere wd beo svrawtricel 1ings. s
1260 the wuilling w3 sxiowisd ond consiteradle reeomstmisiioa o7 its

fazades e onlsrtaiem, 8 3ed Crim g duwwlag of e el od,
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Taus there smerged a duilding with aa §5.50 4. fromtage sad z depth of
11.60 M. with am appraciadly larger amd taller cemtral zectiom axd lamg-
iy, symmeiriscal wings, to servs auxiliary and 3erviss urpsses. it is
quite evidant taat, dzepila the rrevalent aeo—clasaie apdrid¥, 2 Soume of
?alicdizaism underlies the whole somposition . dhat I would like %o
atrecas is that the plan #7 the central ssctioa somtimues o asaiatala
the symmstrisal layout, the sase tripartite divisiom Yy widih zzd *he
3ame through amd tarough portego, svidemt ia the sarlisr sxaamplss =
2RVe B0eR,

Tais same plam vith smallsr axterior diwsmsioms asad iam jeme-
ral adapted to more scdsst resquirsments is to e seem applicd te a large
aumber of Tarmstsads on Zante, Thsae houses, far the zcet zart two-
storeysd, Leloag largely to the 19th axd sarly 20th caaturiss. It la
wppropriate, at this soint, o0 zentiom that with the sxesysicm of warfu,
“ae rompining Icalsa islaads have suffared frequeatly from saczaquaites.
Thus 1% has 3een that the houses of he vopular clazass, lssa sTurdily
Juilt, have %eea acre apt o crumnle zad e rebuili. Por hls roasca ,
it i3 not csaidle to speax with certifuvde of szamplea olisr "haa “he
19th century, Jowevar, “ae jresesce of this type »f 2lam #ith tae cua=
tral hall and tus four syzmetrical smaller roows, sually dadrocas, =P
to the 15%a ceatury , acws ’3ab “he tyve of houss wuilt Ly Sae upgver
class 2ad sssa adoptad 5y “2s issigasrs of ropular iwallisgs a3 well
and nad gone 23 far 8 tihe dwsllings of the Farmers , af lszat a2 Sha
case of the largsr {arustoads, 1 "aede sxazaples , of uowrse , simpli-
city of comstructioca ia »vident. Caly the outer walls are of 3fcas all
iatarnal sacarations heizg of lighter cosstructica with a timder {raze,
plasterad, Thoss sxamplrs 3ncw 28 commox unifora 3pirit Aish s
horm and orevaila:d szcong e Toniaa izlaads all throusgh e scalas of
architactural voovs, irea “he 08t forsal sacaloas lowa So Jaluer's

hoees, This 3pirlt will alzo e zoaa axpresssd fa toalr Tioslss ik

ary Iiswise symestedcal % Uhaels svaa chytha of sagertueea cad ils
vanad,  Mws 3l iss vroawblog Taas cridgmos o srmator L oa st TL s e
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‘ar sxzmples , the neo-claseis aspirit lends a differeat charactsr
sut this dces aoct sever the link with the older versions and rotains
the basic foaturss of their somposition,

The same type of plem was identified ey a group of aol-
leagwes on the izlamd of Leucas (Samta Maura). This island which
was occupied by the Vsnetians for a relatively ahorter period, re-
tains evidence of considerable influence from mainmland Greece with
vhich 1t maintained close tiss throughout the periods under review,
BExistence of the same type of plam, although somewhat altered by the
presence of a rcofed verandah, proves a more goneral diffusiom of a
atandard type of dwellimg among the islamders, This fact is, without
doubt, due to a common way of lifs. It remains to be proved whether
this can support the bSeliaf that there aight have been scme aaster
builders who toursd the islands building everywhere the same type of
dwellings with ainor adjustments to suit local requireseatsa. This is
a point vhiqh will raquire further investigatiom.

I would not like to end this short psper without touching
upon an aspect of Ionian island houses which o I feal, 18 of particular
intersst. This concerns the manner in which the srtermal surfaces were
sainted.

The sxamples I am showing all come from Zants and concarn
houses which escaped destructiom in 1953 and others which wers built
subsequently or siaply repeinted after the aartbquais, In a2ll cases
it will be noted that the colours used and the sunner in which they are
appliad ﬁrs similar, Thus, despite the destruction, the same apirit
persista,

Colours used for y:iiting houses, churches and bulldizes in
#aneral are, 28 a rule »asio , ochre, dark red and zore rarely dlue for
walls, gresen, »lus and rsd for windows. 4 house 24y 59 raiated through-
out or only its aain facsde or aven only its windows.
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On the island of Zante, it is not only the houses them—-
selves which are painted but also the garden walls. Anything built
and plastered offers an opportunity for the painter's brush. These
brightly coloured elements often add an unexpected result to the
landscape. Painting of the gateways leading into rural property
is also cosmom,

Naturally, the main interest is directed to the houss
itself, as im the case of the last of the mansions I mentiomed, be-
longing to the Loundzi family, where the whole building was painted
in rose colour with white antes and frames to doors and windows. The
same colour concept is to be seen in popular class homes. In the lat-
ter case, paint simply envelopes the whole house like an outer skin.
More often, however, corners and frames of appertures remain white

and the colour spreads over wall surfaces, intense and closely rela-
ted to the architecture of the building which is thus enhanced as only

paint can do.




