R. GILYARD-BEER
INTRODUCTORY LECTURE

It is a matter of common agreement that one of the most significant
developments in the study of antiquity during our life-time has been the
remarkable advance made towards the perfection of excavation as a scientific
archaeological technique. Only a century ago excavation was still a rather haphaz-
ard affair of digging up pottery, other small finds, and the foundations of long-
vanished buildings, and of speculating on their ptobable significance in history;
in some countries an affair very largely left to the leisuted amateur. In our own
time it has become a discipline requiring training as well as talent, paying scrupolous
attention to the stratigraphical context of what may be found, often recovering
much of the historical sequence of events on a site by the aid of stratigraphy
alone without the assistance of datable objects, and benefiting year by year from
its association with several branches of science.

Many countries have played a distinguished part in this advance, but perhaps
I may be forgiven for recalling here the name of a notable pioneer in the field
who was also the first Inspector of Ancient Monuments in Great Britain —
General Pitt Rivers, widely regarded as the father of scientific Brithis- archaelogy,
a man whose work and whose standards of recording and publication keep even
today a validity that cannot easily be matched.

From the work of Pitt Rivers in the latter part of the nineteenth century
to the work of the foremost practising archeologists of today may seem a long
step yet they are in fact all representatives of the same tradition of controlled
research at different and increasingly accurate stages in its development. To the
typological studies of artifacts, borrowed long ago by archaeologists from the
armoury of the students of the principles of human evolution, there are now
being added an increasing number of more mechanical aids to the dating of
strata, aids provided by the development of science. We are all familiar with
the light that has been thrown on the provenance and distribution of prehis-
toric implements by petrological analysis; we are familiar with the uses of pollen
analysis, dendrochronology and other techniques as a means of dating deposits
remote in time, and with the methods, only some fifteen years old, of dating
organic material by its radio-carbon content. Some of these methods still produce
approximations rather than precise answers, but we can look forward to increasing
accuracy as they are developed and perfected. :

All this is common knowledge, and I mention it only to express the hope
that during this Congress we may perhaps hear of new and significant developments
on these lines. What I wish to suggest more particularly in this introductory speech
is that we may profitably concern ourselves not only with the existence of this
knowledge and its effect on the conduct of excavations, but also with the general
principles of excavatio in,_ the field.
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