SUMMERY REPORT ON THE SYMPOSIUM

From July 4 to 6, 1968, the International Council of
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) held a symposium on the appli-
cation of photogrammetry to historical monuments at the French
Institut Géographique National in St. Mandé€.

On the invitation of ICOMOS, a group of twelve ex-
perts - eleven of whom had been requested to read papers -
met together for a critical examination of the contribution of
‘photogrammetry to the architect's work, with more special re-
ference to work in connection with historical monuments. The
President (Professor Piero Gazzola) and the Secretary-General
(Professor Raymond Lemaire) presided as organizers and hosts,
and the meeting was attended by representatives of UNESCO,
of the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation
and the Restoration of Cultural Property, the International Union
of Architects, the International Union of Official Tourist Agen-
cies and the International Society for Photogrammetry, as well
as by observers from the Tunisian and Swedish national com-
mittees of ICOMOS, and several French photogrammetrists who,
together with representatives of the French Ministry for Cultural
Affairs, had also come as observers. In all about forty people
were present.

Two days (July 4 and 5) were devoted to discussions,
which were chaired by Professor R.Chevallier, representing
the International Society for Photogrammetry. The procedure
adopted by ICOMOS, which consists in bringing together a small
group of experts to study a given subject, with each member
of the group responsible for reporting on a specific aspect of
that subject, works extremely well (The observers, while not
themselves reading papers, take part in the discussion). The
problems can thus be given a thorough examination, ample time
can be devoted to discussion, and conclusions can be reached.
It should be added that in this case the presence at the same
conferencetable of photogrammetry experts and experts on his-
torical monuments was a factor which facilitated the exchange
of ideas and favoured the progress of work on "architectural
photogrammetry".
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Modern methods consisted in rectification in the case
of plane surfaces, or stereophotogrammetric plotting from pairs
of plates, and with the introduction of analytical photogramme -
try their potentialities could now be still further increased. The-
se methods had been widely tried out, and for several years
now had been in regular use in certain countries, more parti-
cularly in Central Europe. World statistics showed the very
considerable extent to which their use had increased and in the
light of these figures a synthesis could be made of the princi-
pal types of survey, i.e. general surveys of individual monu-
mentg; surveys of architectural features with a view to restora-
tion or to a particular study; surveys of an archaeological mna-
ture; systematic surveys of facades in ancient quarters of towns
or villages where complete streets or squares required to be
covered.
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The attempt to find a system for classifying surveys
which could serve as the basis for a chart covering the requi-
rements of the architect specializing in the conservation of his-
torical monuments was the main business of this first part of
the symposium. From the discussion which followed Mr. Paquet's
paper there emerged an initial approach to such a classification,
Three headings for the different types of survey were sugge-
sted, i.e. summary surveys (tolerance 5%), taken on ancient
towns with a view to their ‘renovation and revival; detailed sur-
veys (tolerance 1 to 2%) as a preliminary to restoration sche-
mes; ''absolutely' accurate surveys anabling the progressive
distortions in a building to be perceived and their development
followed up. A fourth category was added, covering surveys
to be used for the making of inventories; these would be dia-
grams, or rapid drawings to as high a degree of accuracy as
possible, More detailed conclusions were later worked out in
the course of the discussion, resulting in the classification to
be found in the chart appended to this report. At the same ti-
me, an alteration was introduced into the notion of the accu-



