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20. Nérregade with the church-~yard trees

At the present time conservation is being encouraged by
the National Museum, which is preparing a register of
AErdskgbing's building. It will consist of a detailed
description of each house from the available documents,
aiming at a complete record of historical development.

The register will include a description of the town's
trees. This constitutes a new element in the field of
conservation, which traditionally is confined to buildings.

21. The quay path
By means of the law on nature conservation it is possible to
protect specially valuable trees and other plants. So far this
has only been done infrequently and only for architectural
reasons. The possibility of co-ordinating building and nature
conservation is under discussion at present. The aim of this
is to find a better legal method of protecting the total
environment with significant cultural values in the form of
both buildings and natural elements.

22. The source of wisdom

Both the maintenance of an old town environment and the
creation of new built-up areas require close co-operation
between citizens, politicians and technicians. The combined
development and conservation plan which is described here
is merely a tool with which to carry out these tasks.

The last picture in this series shows AErgskgbing's former
school - named "The Source of Wisdom". An understanding of
our past and an ability to identify oneself with it are the
best means of giving our heritage a chance to survive.

Jorge Gazaneo (the Argentine)

EXAMPLES AND CASE STUDIES IN SOUTH AMERICA

of settlements and communications. The Spanish were wise enough
to graft their culture into the earlier ones, and thus European
settlements are to be found in places where strong Indian Cultures
of sedentary origin were originally rooted; the main highway
(Camino Real) was designed over the one built by the Mexicans and
Incas. The exceptions to the rule were the great open spaces of
the southern pampas and what is today California, then roamed and
sparsely occupied by hunting tribes. In these areas groups ’
attempted to settle along the principal roads leading to the
outstanding southernmost geographic point of the Atlantic coast -
thilriver Plate - and the northern frontier of the Sacramento
valley.

Within these frontiers, the Spanish rulers planned their territory
with a functional attitude that marked the future destiny of its
settlements, dubbing them with cultural characteristics which we,
today, are interested in rescuing since they show a pattern common
to Latin-America as a whole. For the same reason as the austere
mass of the Antillian fortifications show the strategic importance
of what was to be called the "Spanish Main", the entrance to a
continent, Panama and El1 Callac, on the Pacific coast, were an
answer to the British challenge on that Ocean.

Within this strong girdle of fortifications, silver and gold
helped to shape the architecture thanks to the investments
possible to the rich mining areas, and thus created the visual
wealth of Taxco and Potosi.

California and the River Plate, as we explained, were the last
frontiers and livestock reserves which show, both in architecture
and urban features, the condition of a vorder culture; far from
the centres of decision-making and wealth, they had to rely on
their modest resources both of money and materials, for their
artistic expression.

Brazil, a real sub-continent in America, linked to the ventures
instigated by Henry the Navigator, grew along its extended
coastline, as was right-fully to be expected if one considers the
commercial ambitions which led to the setting up of a chain of
trading settlements. Penetration into the Brazilian hinterland
therefore only takes place on any scale and importance in the
nining towns of Minas Gerais. the Fazendas, as plantations

were called, were the eminently rural architectural answers of

a hinterland pouring its products towards the coastal points of
embarcation.

The industrial revolution brought forth new economic and technical
structures, and from then on machinery upset the whole set of
values, I have referred to. The republican period found Latin
America, roughly speaking, atomized into independent countries

and thus brought about a radical change in the strategic and
economic picture Just described. The appearance of new nodes -
ports of shipment of raw materials, production areas criss-crossed
by railways - would be born out of nothing of would midify the
original appearance of many of the old colonial centres, while
others now meaningless in this new world,would vegetate or

wither away.



