
'nIE GARDENS OF EGYPT

~{EPORT BY ~IR. .\10HAMMED HAM.\1AD

The problem of plating garciens 5.nci cr'eating conditions favouraC.le to human aims and neeàs
isas oid as man himself. ','le finci ::0 !,lany stories dealing \vith the ideai gardens of this life
o,nci iJf the next because the garden ;J~5.'..eci SUCi1 an impor[ant l'ôle in man's Ilfe. ..especially
in hot countries like Egypt and !~-:,,-n': .:,her parts of the ,-\raDworld.

-',\an al\vays rhougnt of what is aire!" -:lis life and endowed ir \\-ith the best image he could think
of- t!lat is. everlasting green wnere !ce could see running water and green plants \vith fruit
nearro hand \,,-hicn he could picÎ< ,\-nen\-er he \\-anted. "!:"his is the paradise. or, in Arabic.
"ganna'l, \\.hicn means the garden ;..-i1ere our first grandfather (Adam) came from .

:t seems that every natlon in ever:: eooch haà had its own philosophy of garden desi9n, and
:his is oiten \\iell documenteci in :he remains oi 1:he past, It can clearly be seen on the monu-
.nents of ancient E9YPt .

-:-:le ancient Egyptians Jid not ple.n: .;~rdens mereiy for the pieasure of surrounding their
~ouses \vith trees; it \vas aiso in ;)rier 'o pro\"ide generous shade irom the burning midday
sun at the hot season of the ~.-ear. -:::e~: i1ad many o[her reasons. such as the neeà to provide
"vind-breaks. [O secure pri,acy for '.i";eir harems and to reduce the unpieasant effect of the
sun's glare. A further import.ant ~oint is that the climate is distinctly imDrovedby the trees
of the garden. since the y.iscous surface of their ieaves catches the dust and filters the air.
The surface of green ieaves aiso aDsorbs radiation. and their evaporation processes can re-
gulare humldity and cooi the C'.ir :e~perature to a certain extent .

The Egyptians sho\v in some of their -:ira\vings that their close-packed houses had a form of
roof-ventilation (Fig.l) which is cailed "Malkafha\va" or "air-receiver". to catch the air cu-
r"':-ents from the small patio garcien in which the moving palm-trees heip to move the air at
cimes. regulate humidity and cool che air for the house (Fig. 2) .

rincient Egyptian stories anà dra\l;ings gi ve us a clear idea of the garàen and how it was plan-
' eà .ri good example is se en in the T emple or Queen Hatshepsut at Oeir-el-Bahari. where it
is shown ho\v trees were imported irom Somalia (Punt) to be planted in the garden of the new
temple of the Queen (Fig .3) .The rrees \V ère placed in rows in front of the building .

One of the most interesting designs of an Egyptian garden is the one l discovered in the temple
of Karnak beside the second pylon in 1954, and which was published jointly with my colleague
Dr. Werkmeister (in "Zeitschrifr für Agyptische Sprache und Altertums-
kunde", 80 Band, z\veites Hait. Serlin, 1955, pp. 104-108). In this drawing we can see a
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Fig. 1 Maison Egyptienne antique, on lapperçoit des palmiers

~errière le système de ventilation

Egyptian house. wich palm creels beside roof ventilation

Fia. 2 Isometric drawing showing ancient egyptian house

De..in isométrique d'une maison de l'E~vpte antiQue



Fig. ~

Transport d'arbres

pour le tel!lple de

la reine Hatshepsout

à Deir-El-Bahari

Imported trees in the

Temple of Hatshepsout

at Deir-El- Jahari
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Design and modern plan of a house and

garden of Akhnaton time

( Dr. Werkmeister
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Fig. 9 Bassin réservoir d'eau pour

l'irriguation

Artificial pool for irrigation
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An Egyptian garden by the Nile

Un jardin égyptien le long

du Nil

Fig.7 Egyptian pleasure garden

Jardin d'agrément égyptien

FAnig.S. hEgyptlan lrr1gatlngwlt

a "Shadouf"

Un égyptien arrosant avec un

"Shadouf"



Fig. 10 (.;rowcll of Cairo according to !)r. Sa1ah Shebata

Cairo 1000

~o 1860 Cairo 1965

du Caire selon le Dr. Sa1ah Shebata

Tourist centres and gardens in Cairo after Dr Sayed Kat ia

du Çaire selon le Dr. Styed Karim
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Centre of Cairo

EI-Warrak Island

.-edinet .;asr

Khiam (Tent City)
H~l,.,~"

2. Gold Island

4. IInl:-:--t;~

6. Al-Hokatam

8. Awk-f <:i ty at I-:m"-"a
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9. The Gezira Palace garden at Zamalek. This is a good example of a garden of one of the
palaces built by Kedive Ismael Pasha. The palace has b.een converted into a new hotel

called the )IOmar El-Khayam 1'.

10. The Nile Hilton garden on the eastern bank of the Nile at Tahrir ("Liberty") Square. This
is a good example of a tourist hotel garden and has some trees more than 100 years old.

Il. The Tashrir Square Garden in front of the Egyptian Museum.

12. The garden of the Abdin ?alace. \\-hich is nowa museum.

13. The Kobba Palace botanical garden. \\,hich is a ne\\ experi mental garden for the
acclimatization of foreing plants in Egypt .

14. The Meriland Garden at Heliopolis. Its ne\v layout \vas designed by the Egyptian architect ,
Dr. Sa)'ed Karim, as a tourist garden in the sunny atmosphere of the oId Egyptian ci,ty.

15. The Azbakia Garden, the oldest of those in the centre of Cairo, some of whose trees are

more than 100 years old .

16. The ManiaI Palace Garden, founded by Prince lVtohamed Al y, \V ho was a good botanist ,
about si xty ~.ears ago. It has the best collection of cacti in Egypt .

17. The Roda Nile Cornice Gardens, which extend along the banks of the Nile by Kasr EI-
Eini, \vith green areas containi:ng an open-air theatre and a restaurant for tourists .

18. The Nilometer and jVtanasterly Palace Gardens at the southern end of Roda Isle. These
are more than 100 years old, and the palace is now used for art exhibitions.

19. The Animal Garden in Giza, founded about 100 years ago, \vhich has many important
plants and trees.

20. The Orman Botanical Garden at Giza, \vhich is as eld as the Animal Garden, and has the
most important date -and pine- trees in Egypt. It has also a good collection of cacti and
roses.

21. The Agricultural Museum garden of Dokki, containing greenhouses. a museum of ancient
agriculture, a library and other sections of the Museum. It contains a good collection of
plants and trees .

22. The Mina House Garden at the P~.ramids. It has a good golf-course and an area for horse-
dancing ("bergas'I) .

23. The Helwan Japanis Garden, laid out about fifty years ago, in the Japanese style .
, , ", """,;"",-,

24. The Mokatam Hills Gardens, consisting of the Bektashia Garden and other tourist gar:..

dens, on the Mokatam Hills east of Cairo .

25. The Barrage Gardens. laid out about 130 years ago by Mohamed Aly on an area of about
500 fedans ( 1 fedan = 4.200 m2) , at the junction of the t\VO arms of the Nile. lt has many
interesting trees and an irrigation museum .

The City Planning Council of Cairo is now studying a project for the future master plan of the
city. ..but this will take about fifty years to carry out. Dr. Sayed Karim has also drawn up
plans for future extensions to Cairo \vithin a circle about 30 km. in diameter, with its centre
at Kasr-EI-Nil in the middle of the city. (Fig .11) .This is an interesting exercise in town-
planning and landscaping for Cairo as a whole .

It is pleasant to see these new projects. ..but ..ve must not neglect the old, so we must look
after the old gardens and trees which have become part of our history as landmarks and which
bear relation to our ancient Egyptian history, as do the remains of the historic trees in front
of Hatshepsutl s temple at Luxor, or the Tree of the Virgin in Mataria. Unfortunately, the
roots and parts of the trunks of the trees at the Hatshepsut temple were destroyed ..vhen the
place was used for the shooting of the American film,"The Ten Commandments",while



the Virgin's tree in Mataria died for rack of water, though luckily there is another one, grown
from a cutting of the old one, in the garden of the church and school next door .

.1v10St oi the old trees in Old Cairo \'V~re cut down duJ":.g the Second World War, and many old
trees in the old palaces were neglected and exposed to destruction. The last old Ficus Syco-
morus tree at the Nile Hilton, which is about one hundred years' old, is nearly dead owing to
the fact that the area surrounding it has been paved to be used as a dancing"pi s t eli. The garden
of the palace of Baron Empain at Heliopolis has not a single tree. for alI have died. AlI of
this can be related either to the economic situation or to lack of experience or lack of know-
ledge :)f the real value of alI these things. That is \vhy l feel that \ve cannot speak here of
rest,- c'ation for indi vidual cases, but l should like to say in this short speech that the Interna-
tional Council of Monuments and Sites: and the lnternational Fecieration of Landscape-Archi-
tects must be represented in Egypt SO that there may be an opportunity of studying each case
separately and cooperating with the authorities in charge of landscape and gardens in Egypt .
This wi Il be the iirst step. ,

;OTES

JCOMOS has set up a National Commit tee in Egypt under the ~airmanship of Dr. Gamal Moktar

RESUME DU RAPPORT DE MONSIEUR :'.IOHAMMED HAt\1MAD: LES JARDINS DE L'EGYPTE

Dans l'Egypte de l'antJ.quite, comme dans tous les pays chauds, le rôle du jardin etait encore
plus important qu'ailleurs; il ne s"agissait pas uniquement de créer un lieu dr agrément, mais
de protéger du soleil et du vent et d'améliorer le climat, tout en abritant des regards indiscrets

Les documents anciens nous renseignent assez bien sur les jardins de l'époque pharaonique;
ils étaient fréquents le long du Nil et contenaient toujours un verger, parfois un vignoble. Le
jardin de plaisance avec pièce dr eau er bateau, de même que les jardins zoologiques. étaient
égalemc~~t connus .

Les jardins coptes reprê~.;ntent un prolongement de cette même tradition.

Le rapport donne ensuite une liste des plus beaux jardins publics du Caire, .;illa islamique
fondée en 969.

L'office municipal de la planification écu,:::,' actuellement un vaste projet de rénovation urbai-
ne. de mise-en-valeur et d'expansion de, " ville. projet dont la réalisation nécessitera une
cinquantaine dl années. Mais malheureu5"ment la plupart des arbres de la vieille ville ont été
abattus au cours de la Deuxi~me Guerre: \ondiale et de nombreux autres arbres dans divers
endroits ont été détruits ou sont morts faute de soins. Il est donc nécessaire que. dans une
premi~re étape, des représentants locaux de l'ICOMOS et de l'IFLA examinent les différents
cas les uns apr~s les autres et collaborent avec les autorités responsables des jardins et du
paysage égyptiens.

M.R.


