CHAPTER SIX

Bridges in Ancient Sri Lanka with special reference to

Bogoda
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Bogoda is situated about twelve
kilometers west of Hali-Ela, a small
town situated on the Badulla-
Bandarawela main road. From Hali-
Ela it is a motorable road where buses
ply to Gala-Uda passing the main junc-
tion called Jangulla. To reach Bogoda
one should pass Jangulla and then
Amunegoda junction and travel a dis-
tance of 1.8 kilometers, where the Bo-
tree of the temple is situated by the side
of the road. The only building which
exists by the side of the Bo-tree is the
school building which has now been
abandoned.

Bogoda Raja Maha Vihara became
well known due to a wooden bridge
which is situated by the side of the
temple. Bogoda is an ancient village
situated in the Badulla District. The
road which has been constructed be-
yond Amunegoda junction is along the
foot of a contour of a hill. This road is
12 to 15 feet wide and a vehicle could
drive along tothe nearest cluster of
houses and then to the village which is
nearby. As the contour of land descends
to a depth of about 50 to 60 feet it is
quite difficult to construct a good
motorable road beyond this cluster of
houses. The present road which had
been tarred had been never repaired and
patches of tarred portions can be still
seen in many parts along this road.

About an year ago some repairs were

carried out by providing three good
culverts and by levelling the road with
earth cut from the hill side. Owing to
small waterways flowing from the hill
side across this road the road gets
washed away and this road has to be
repaired at least once a year.

About an year back a road had been
cut behind the Bogoda temple from the
motorable road to reach the Avasa
(monk’s quarters). Therefore any per-
son coming to the temple in a vehicle
could go as far as the Avasa to see the
Bogoda bridge.

From the Bo-maluva, the bridge and
the Avasage canbe seen down below. A
flight of steps has been constructed
along a slope of 300 feet descending
nearly hundred feet. The existing foot-
path proceeds down the flight of steps
and extends as far as Mahakumbura via
the ancient wooden bridge at Bogoda.
Most of the people involved in paddy
cultivation take their buffaloes along
this wooden bridge to their paddy fields.
Therefore it is clear that the Bogoda
bridge is very important to the villagers
for their day to day living.

The footpath leading from the road
goes as far as the village with flights of
steps at various places where the pedes-
trians find it difficult to descend the
hilly slopes. The situation of the temple
amongst the cluster of trees is very
beautiful; one could see the building,
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with the bridge by the side of it at a
distance form a hillock.

The Bogoda temple is situated near a
stream where water flows rapidly roll-
ing down the rocky surface. During the
rainy season the flow of water is so
rapid that one can hear the sound of
flowing water to some distance. The
embankment where the Avasage of the
temple has been very badly affected
due to the flow of water down the
stream. Earth has been washed away
from the embankment and due to the
erosion, the Avasage might collapse in
time. Therefore steps should be taken at
least to erect a retaining wall to avoid
the erosion of the earth along the em-
bankment.

At present there are only three
Bhikkhus staying in the temple as resi-
dent Bhikkhus. These Bhikkhus are be-
ing looked after by the few families
who reside around the temple. Many
people visit this temple, mostly during
school holidays, to see the bridge and
the cave temple. Some of them used to
bath in the stream at least three to four
hours sceinc the enjoying beauty. Un-
less there are devotees to offer poojas at
the Devale, the door will not be nor-
mally opened to the public. This is a
usual custom in every Devale in Sri
Lanka.

In this temple complex, the Avasage,
the bridge and the cave temple are the
main features, with the Bo-tree at a
distance. On account of its architectural
features the Avasage building can be
dated, as being 250-350 years old. It has
a courtyard with an outer open veran-
dah. This is similar to courtyards in
other temples in the hill country. The
decorative posts are still there to support
the roof above. The ancient carpentry
work of the doorways of the temple still
exists and the most fascinating archi-
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