REPORT OF THE DISCUSSIONS.

The inaugural session was held on Wednesday, the 15th
March, at Trujillo, in a room of the Technical Institute of Second-
ary Teaching. It was opened at 5:00 P.M. in the presence of Mr.
Gratiniano Nieto Gallo, Director General for the Fine Arts, of
Doctor larra, Civil Governor of the province of Caceres, and of
Mr. Ezechiel de Pablos Gutierrez, Mayor of Trujillo.

The representatives of the Spanish Authorities welcomed
the participants and said how honoured they were to receive one of
the first conferences of the International Council of Monuments and
Sites in this wild region of Spain. President Gazzola thanked them
warmly in the name of the Council and affirmed how touched every-
one was by the very friendly welcome of the Authorities and of the
Spanish National Committee.

I. The General Rapporteur's Statement.

The proceedings got under way in a room of the Parador
de Merida on Thursday the 16th at 9.30 A.M. with a statement by
Mr. Sorlin, General Rapporteur.

The text of his report having been given to the participants
in advance, in his address Mr. Sorlin insisted on the points which
seemed most important to him and illustrated them with slides.

A. Report.

The idea of protecting ' centres of historic or artistic in-
terest' has only begun to command attention quite recently. Until
then, the protection of several isolated monuments had been watched
over without bothering about the numerous ' secondary buildings "
that make up their surroundings. The task of the Congress of Veni-
ce in 1964 was to define in its final resolution, known as the '""Char-
ter of Venice', the notion of historic urban site and to extend the
notion of monument to more modest works.



Following on this new orientation, several large countries
have put a system of protecting their centres into effect. They have
proceeded to an inventory of these centres and studied methods of
revivifying them. It is time that this was done, for extensive works
already completed have affected our heritage, either by destroying
centres or by putting up out-size buildings near them which do them

harm.

The causes of the defacement and desertion of old centres
have been studied for some time. Thus, the Council of Europe has
taken the initiative in gathering together experts from different
countries in ''confrontations' and submitting several fundamental
aspects of these problems for their study.

Among these causes the devitalization due to the rural ex-
odus must be pointed out. The mechanization of agriculture has
involved a considerable reduction of the labour force. These have
abandoned the ancient rural centres drawn by the new industrial
centres. The expanding cities hold a large part of the population
which comes there drawn by jobs and new and comfortable lodgings.
This urban concentration in new agglomerations involves the deser-
tion of historic centres by their former inhabitants. A population
of more modest means comes to live there which only pays low
rents. The buildings deteriorate and the proprietors find it impos-
sible to undertake the necessary work.

scale between large monuments and old buildings which go with
them should be carefully safeguarded when it still exists. The
particular harmony of certain sites obtains from this relation : the
approaches to cathedrals (Quimper, Bourges), the relation between
the castle and the village (Combourg), for example.



