
THE TRAINING OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS

FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN JAPAN

I. FOREWORD techniques of the West and paid little attention to
traditional buildings. Courses on the history of Japa-
nese architecture and of traditional building techniques
were added to the curricula of universities later. A
graduate architect, however, was sel dom engaged in
the work of preservation, partly because of many other
profitable jobs available and because of the fact that
a) the status of the technicians for historic preservation
was not high enough; b) his post was usually remote
from a city; and c) the work necessitated moving from
one place to another.

il THE COMMISSION'S SPECIAL SEMINARS

The training of technicians for the preservation of
historic monuments in lapan has been national in cha-
racter because of the particular problems involved
resulting from special building styles and structures as
weil as unique social and economic conditions.
The first law related to historic preservation dates back
to 1871, and a number of related laws were integrated
in 1950 to establish a comprehensive Law for the Pro-
tection of Cultural Properties (Bunkazai hogohô) under
which the Cultural Properties Protection Commission
(Bunkazai hogo-iinkal) was organized as an independent
bureau of the Ministry of Education. The Commission
was responsible for the protection of cultural properties
of national importance and recently (effective lune 15,
1968) integrated the Cultural Agency (Bunkachô) in
the same Ministry as its Cultural Properties Protection
Bureau (Bunkazai hogobu).
The cultural properties of local importance, on the
other hand, are under the ordinances and regulations
of the local authorities : 42 out of 46 prefectural author-
ities, 290 out of 560 cities, 432 out of 2,005 towns,
and 141 out of 827 villages have their own regulations
for historic preservation by 1965. ln most cases, the
educational commissions of these local authorities are
responsible for the task.
Among 2,186 buildings classified under the Law as
Important National Cultural Properties, only 189 build-
ings are of stone. So that the remainder of 1,997
buildings is made of wood. Of 1,997 wooden buildings,
322 are secular. It can be said that most of the classified
buildings in I apan are wooden and religious and built
of the intricate structure in authentic styles and roofed
with either tiles or cypress bark and shingles. None of
these old building techniques are now used for the ordi-
nary wooden structures in contemporary industrial

Japan.
When the historic preservation law first extended its
scope to buildings in 1897, programmes to preserve and
restore historical buildings began and the work was
carried out mostly by Miyadaiku or the master car-
penters specialized in b~ilding religious structures who
were trained under apprenticeship and even then de-
creasing in number. Architectural training, on the other
hand, which started on a university level as early as
1873, aimed at introducing the building styles and

ln spite of these difficulties, the work of building pre-
servation has progressed, and 1,235 out of 1,949 clas-
sified wooden buildings have been disassembled and
restored, while 847 were reroofed by 1964. The pre-
servation work carried out during the past five years,
are shown in Table 1.
The preservation of a classified building is carried out
in three ways : by the Commission itself with govern-
ment funds; by the local authorities, or by the owner
with the national and local government subventions.
ln the latter two cases, the Commission is responsible
for the preliminary plans of repair as weil as resto-
ration and sends staff technicians to the site. Also,
the Commission recommends the technicians for the
work to ensure that it is carried out properly and
correctly. At the site, the work is usually carried out
by three groups of technicians : a supervisor, a chief
technician and his assistant, and a team of artisans
including carpenters, craftmen, and workers. A super-
visor who is commonly in part time service is a highly
qualified technician with thorough knowledge and long
experience and is responsible for several, usually about
four buildings, at the same time. The chief technician
aided by his young assistant plays the major role in
the building work at the site.
Meanwhile, to control the quality of new buildings and
the qualification of architects, the Building Standard
Law (Kenchiku Kijunho) and the Architects Law
(Kenchiku shi hO) were adopted in 1950. Both laws,
however, are not applicable to classified buildings nor
to technicians or architects who are engaged in pre-
servation work due to its unique character.
To train young assistants working at sites, an annual




