
A FEW OF THE PROBLEMS RELATING TO THE REHABILITATION OF URBAN
HISTORIC COMPLEXES: THE EXAMPLE OF STARY SAÇZ

The urban conservation study of Stary Saçz
was made between 1975 and 1978 at the Re-
search lnstitute Workshop for the Conservation
of Cultural Property (Cracow branch), at the
request of the local Conservation Bureau. The
methods adopted had been devised by Professor
Janusz Bogdanowski of the Department of
Landscape and Parks Architecture of the Cra-
cow Polytechnical University.

The purpose of the study was to investigate the
feasibility of an optimal programme for the pre-
servation and conservation of existing com-
plexes and to establish guidelines for future de-
velopment which would bring out the
exceptional qualities of Stary Saçz, its historical
monuments and its townscape.

I. Plan of the town.

The History of the Town of Stary Saçz

The town of Stary Saçz is situated at the foot of
high mountains on a terrace rising above a
broad valley between two rivers (the Poprad
and the Dunajec). Its origins can be traced back
to the 13th century, the earliest siting of the
township under Polish law being recorded after
1257; at that time it assumed an oval form with
a centrally located long and narrow market, in
the middle of which stood a parish church. At
the close of the 13th century two religious hou-
ses -the convent of the Poor Clares and the
Franciscan monastery were built
immediately adjoining the city on its diagonal
axis.

The subsequent siting under the law of Magde-
burg gave the town a chequer-board pattern
with a regular street network and a rectangular
market with two streets converging at each cor-
ner. This layout has been preserved, with minor
alterations, till the present day, except that the
town was enlarged in the 16th and 17th centu-
ries by the addition of three small suburban
complexes. This second stage in the life of
Stary Saçz was its golden age of prosperity, for
it was then an important point on the Hungarian
tra,ding route from the south to the north of Eu-
rope. As soon as this route lost its importance
as a main commercial thoroughfare (16th and
17th centuries) there was a falling-off in the de-
velopment of the town, the primacy now going
to the nearby town of Nowy Saçz, with the re-
sul,t that more and more of the inhabitants be-
gan to engage in agriculture.

This situation was reflected in the character of
the architecture. Following a series of disas-
trous tires a special type of one-storey house
had been developed. Many of these structures
-.5till preserved today -were designed in the
form of an elongated rectangle with a central
corridor leading through to the other parts of
the farmstead. In the 18th century barn archi-
tecture appeared on the highways leading out of
the town; in the 19th further work was done on
a number of streets and communications were
improved by river, railway and a new road to
Nowy Saçz.
Subsequently aIl building activities in Stary
Saçz were suspended until the 'sixties of the
pre1;ent century. The town then expanded to the
north-north-west, where a residential area with
sinF;e-family dwellings and, very recently, pre-
fablicated blocks of flats, have been added.

Presenl Slale of Ihe Town

Stal.y Saçz, with a population of 7 ,000, is
mairlly a working-class town. A modest per-
cenllage of the working population is employed
in a few small factories, workshops, offices and
the municipal administration; but the majority
work in factories or administrations in the
neighbouring town of Nowy Saçz. A further
large sector of the population is still engaged in
agriculture. For twenty years now, it has been a
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3. Present condition and future appearance.


