An alternative approach?
An interview with Anne Raidl

[teneE LINSTRUM

i1 her office on the twelfth floor of the Unesco building in rue Miollis,
\nne Raidl enjoys a panoramic view of Paris in which some of the famous
historical monuments still succeed (but often only just) in making their
{:stinctive mark on the sithouette of the dense urban mass. Maybe there is
sy mlsolic appropriateness in this, since from her position in the Division
wf {uliural Heritage Mme Raidl represents the interests of the World
rage Convention and the struggle to safeguard representative
Jemcnts of the cultural heritage of mankind from being overwhelmed,
inavbe destroyed, by current physical, economic and social threats.

W& iEEed her if she finds any problems in the combination of cultural
anil nutural heritage within one concern; and then we discussed the

diffesent criteria that might be applied to the two.

I'he sssin difficulty is the intrinsic difference between them. It is easier to make 2
ative assessment when dealing with natural sites. But when it comes to
mprating historic cities, each of them having specific traits, its own significance
111l biesuty, comparisons and choices are extremely difficult. We could thus go on
fusr cver considering and inscribing on the World Heritage List individual
ranumients, ancient sites and rural or urban ensembles. Quite a number of
countties could, probably with good justification, propose so many cultural
iropetijes that the World Heritage List could ultimately contain thousands of

liviilual inscriptions. However, this is not the purpose of the Convention and if
the List is overloaded it loses its effectiveness. Unless the need for a very selective
ironch is recognized by all concemned, the process of inscription may well
becaime self-defeating.

V'har does Mme Raidl think the Convention’s aims are?

[/itirnately there is one aim, namely to preserve the most significant cultural and
puturil areas of the workd which together illustrate the evolution of nature and of
it creativity throughout the ages and therefore constitute for all human
biiit an essential source of reference, of knowledge and of enjoyment. Inherent
1111114 ltimate aim are three tasks. The first is to select those monuments, historic
te+ ind natural areas which can be considered as being part of this universal
t1:e and I don’t see this as an endless process.
T building up of the World Heritage List will of course take some more
[he task of evaluating, comparing and selecting the sites to be inscribed isa
wiiiplax one, However, it must be terminated as soon as possible. At some time it
w111 1 necessary to close the door (not quite—it can be left slightly ajar) because
111 we can concentrate on the two other tasks which are permanent. One is to
i keeping the World Heritage propetties in a good state, the other one is to
‘hern known throughout the world. For this it will be necessary to diversify
thi¢ cducation and information activities and to organize fund raising campaigns.
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