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ICOMOS Heritage Alert Template 
 
 
*EXECUTIVE SUMMARY-  
 

2-4 paragraphs outlining heritage significance and threats, (suitable for media 

statement) 

The International Council on Monuments and Sites of Lebanon (ICOMOS-Lebanon), as 

representatives of the National Heritage Community, is very much concerned about the 

current condition of protection and preservation of the Promontory and the 

Commemorative steles of Nahr el-Kalb inscribed since 2005 as UNESCO – Memory of 

the World and also on the 2019 Tentative List of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

The site is today endangered by the construction of a complex of buildings of the Ordre 

Libanais Maronite (OLM) that will serve as the headquarters of a political party, the 

Courant Patriotique Libre (CPL). The implementation of these buildings will completely 

and irreversibly mutilate the Heritage Site by the excavations and the intrusion on his 

Historical Landscape.  

The complex is foreseen to be implemented directly on the promontory at less than few 

meters from the Commemorative steles of Nahr el-Kalb impacting the direct visual 

context. This promontory, entrusted to the Maronite religious community since hundreds 

of years, is today flouted by a political decision, without any respect of a minimum buffer 

zone even not defined by authorities in charge. With this direct intrusion, the site of the 

Steles will lose all his chances to be listed to the World Heritage proving that the site is 

at risk and not protected. 

 

We then strongly ask for an immediate halt of the construction project and an urgent 

reconsideration for a delocalization of the complex before it is too late. The non-respect 

of our Cultural Heritage by the institution in charge of the country is outrageous for the 

preservation of the History and Memory of our Country for future generations. 
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Four copyright free, high quality digital images  
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1-0 Identity of Building/Artefact/Object/Place 
 
1-1  Current name and original name.  
* Commemorative stela of Nahr el-Kalb, Mount Lebanon 

 
1-2          Location: Zouk El Kharab, lot no 98, Lebanon. The archaeological site of Nahr 
el Kalb is located 15 km north of Beirut. 
 
1-3  Classification/ Type of place: Archaeological and Natural site 
 
1-4         Current Heritage Protection Status: It has been classified by decrees: No 166 
/ L.R. of November 1933 and No 225 of September 28, 1934 on the National List of 
Historic Monuments. 
 
Documentary Heritage submitted by Lebanon and recommended for inclusion in the 
Memory of the World Register in 2005. 

• Year of submission: 2005 
• Year of inscription: 2005 
• Country: Lebanon 

 
 
2-0 Statement of Significance and History  
 
2-1  Statement of Significance:  
The steles of Nahr el-Kalb, located on the rocky cliff along the Lycus or Dog River, sum 
up the entire history of Lebanon, from High Antiquity to the present, evoking clearly the 
successive advances of the Pharaonic, Assyro-Babylonian, Greek, Roman, Arab, French 
and British armies which braved all the obstacles surrounding this difficult and very steep 
crossing point to carve commemorative steles on the rocks. 
These reliefs, inscriptions and commemorative steles bear witness to various 
circumstances and different eras from ancient times to the present. The latter, located on 
the same promontory, are characterized by their diversity: temporal, execution (materials 
and techniques), inscriptions and iconographies, writings (hieroglyph, cuneiform, 
alphabetical), languages (Egyptian, Neo-Assyrian, Neo-Babylonian, Latin, Greek, 
Arabic, French, English and Turkish) and functional. 
 
2-2  History of place:  
The Cape of Nahr el Kalb has been considered since ancient times as a natural obstacle 
on the Lebanese coast, thus constituting a strategic point. Indeed, the difficulty of the 
passage will explain the presence of the first reliefs sculpted by the first conquerors in 
honour of their glory and in order to ensure their legitimacy of power. The repetition 
factor on this promontory continued until modern and contemporary times. These reliefs, 
beyond their historical context, provide data of values at the geomorphology, 
archaeology and epigraphy level. The archaeological site of Nahr el Kalb is a unique 
place which preserves epigraphic and iconographic witnesses engraved on the rocks of 
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the promontories flanking the river of Nahr el Kalb. It includes 22 steles, reliefs and 
commemorative inscriptions dating from the 2nd millennium BC (13th century BC) until 
the 2nd millennium AD (20th century). Lebanon being a crossroads of three continents 
and a meeting point between civilizations; the site of Nahr el Kalb, among others, brings 
together witnesses of certain significant events in the region from Prehistory to the 
present day. 
 
2-3  Date of project/ Date of construction/ Finishing of work NA 
2-4  Architect/Designers NA 
2-5  Architect/Designers still living? Residence, country of birth, contact details 

NA 
2-6  Original and current use of building/place 
2-7  Changes, additions 
2-8  Current condition and use: Cultural and Archaeological Site open to the public 
 
2-9  Original design intent and use: Marked place by all crossing armies through 

centuries with steles 
 
 
3-0 Description (history and technology) 
 
3-1  Physical description: Natural rock promontory marked by engraved stela into 

the rock connected by steps and benches shaped directly into the rock 
 
3-2  Construction system used: in situ reliefs sculpted in the natural rock 

 
3-3  Physical context/setting: Natural rock promontory steeping almost 50 meters 

above the sea level and naturally delimited by the Dog river level that runs 
east/west. 
 

3-4  Social and cultural context and value: The stela of Nahr el Kalb offers not only 
great archaeological testimony of Lebanon History but again underline the 
importance of the geography and the topography in the study of the course of 
History. Therefore, this site is also exceptional from the natural and cultural point 
of view and its landscape is to preserve as authentically as possible. As for the 
social political modern value the promontory of Nahr el Kalb played again a 
strategically role during the 1975-1990 civil war.   
 

3-5  Materials/fabric/form/function: NA 
 
3-6  Aesthetic value: The inscriptions and reliefs, despite the advanced erosion, 

provide a great understanding of historical expressions and epigraphic 
testimonies. The aesthetic value is expressed thru the diversity of the techniques 
applied in carving the stelas and thru the sculpted representations retracing not 
only the historical facts but also the evolution of art through the years. 
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4-0 Source of Alert 
 
4-1  Proposer(s) of Heritage Alert, contact details  

ICOMOS LEBANON 
Icomos.lb@gmail.com 
Executive Board / Mrs Yasmine Makaroun +961 3 623559 
President ICOMOS Lebanon / Mrs Jeanine Abdul Massih +961 3 305544 

 
4-2  Groups supporting Heritage Alert and/or nomination, with contact details: 

• Fondation Nationale du Patrimoine, Mrs Rima Shehade +961 3 377511, 
beit-shehadeh@cyberia.net.lb 

• Terre-Liban, Mr Paul Abi Rached +961 3 327 975, info@terreliban.org 
• Lebanon Eco Movement, +961 5 923 060, 

info@lebanonecomovement.org 
Legal action of the Lebanon Eco Movement represented by the NGO 
President: M. Paul Abi Rached. 
On Thursday March 19, 2020, A complaint was applied before the court 
of appeal in Baabda against whom is involved according to the ongoing 
investigations in the destruction of the promontory of Nahr el-Kalb and 
threatened it inscription as a World Heritage Site. 
 

4-3  Groups potentially against Heritage Alert Action:  
The beneficiary of the project (CPL, OLM) 

 
4-4  Local, Regional, International significance citations about the place 

1933-34 Inscription of the Stela as National Heritage decrees: No 166/ L.R. 
November 1933 and No 225, September 28, 1934 on the National List oh 
Historical Monuments. 
1996 Unesco Tentative List Lebanon   
1998 Protection of the river sides by the Ministry of Environment (Decree n° 97 
2/7/1998)  
2005 Unesco Memory of the world,  
2019 Unesco Tentative List Lebanon  

 
4-5 Letters of support for Heritage Alert action, newspaper articles, etc. 

Attached PDF 
4.5.1 Official letters sent to the Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre 
along with the Statement of ICOMOS Lebanon 
4.5.2 Newspaper article (till 17/3/2020) 
4.5.3 National News Agency Lebanon (till 17/3/2020) 
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4.5.1.1. ICOMOS Lebanon Statement 
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4.5.1.2 Letter Yasmine Makaroun Bou Assaf 
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4.5.1.3. Letter Nidal al Achkar (Theatre al Madina Beirut) 
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4.5.1.4. Letter American University of Beirut  
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4.5.1.5. Letter National Heritage Foundation 
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4.5.2 NATIONAL NEWS 
AGENCY 

LEBANON 
 

Nahr el-Kalb  

 
Kouyoumjian (Ancien Ministre des affaires sociales) 17 Février 2020: Arrêter le 
crime contre le patrimoine national, archéologique et environnemental à Nahr el 
Kalb  
 

 

 
 

Kouyoumjian (Ancien Ministre des affaires sociales) 19 Février 2020 : Nahr el Kalb 
 

 
 

Mourtada Abbass (Ministre de la Cultureet l’Agriculture) 19 Février 2020: Mourtada 
demande au comité technique consultative de la Direction Générale des Antiquités 
d’inspecter le site patrimonial de Nahr el Kalb   
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Chehayeb (Parlementaire) 19 Février 2020 : La protection des site naturel ne peut se 
faire en transgressant les lois 

 

 
 
Association Terre-Liban 22 Février 2020: Arrêter les travaux sur le promontoire de 
Nahr el-Kalb 
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23 Février 2020: Rassemblement devant le site archéologique de Nahr el-Kalb en 
protestation contre les travaux de creusement pour la construction du siège du CPL  
 

 
Kouyoumjian 23 Février 2020: Sommes nous obligés de construire sur un 
promontoire vieux de milliers d’années 
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Lebanon Eco Movement 24 Février 2020: Le mouvement écologique a déposé une 
plainte contre les infractions commises sur la colline de Nar el-Kalb  

 

 

 
20 Février 2020: Manifestation devant le ministère de l’environnement pour sauver 
le promontoire de Nahr el Kalb - Réponse de Berj Hadjian (Directeur Générale 
de l’environnement): Nous allons discuter votre demande d’arrêt des travaux avec le 
ministre et les diverses autorités concernées 
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Chehayeb (Parlementaire) 10 mars 2020 : Protéger les réserves naturelles du Liban 
 

 
 
Kouyoumjian (Ancien Ministre des affaires sociales) 10 mars 2020: Le réserves 
naturelle sont des trésors et un héritage don de Dieu 
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4-6  Publications that describe the work/place, bibliography, etc.  

• Anne Marie Afeiche-Maïla, 2009, Le site de Nahr el-Kalb, Baal Hors-
Série V, Ministère de la Culture, Beyrouth 

• Phillip Hitti, 1957, Lebanon in History from the earliest times to the 
present, London, Macmillan; New York, St. Martin's Press. 

• Henri Lammens, 1914, Le Liban ; notes archéologiques, historiques,  
ethnographiques et géographiques, Beyrouth, Imprimerie catholique.  
 

4-7  Time constraints for advocacy (immediate action/delayed action): 
immediate action 

 
 
5-0 Recommended action 
 
5-1  Heritage Alert: international/national distribution via ICOMOS 
 
5-2  Letter (s) to? (Provide names and full contact details)  
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5.2.1 Letter to Ministry of Culture-Lebanon 
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5.2.2 Letter to Ministry of Environment-Lebanon 
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5-3  ICOMOS National or Scientific Committee, or international Website 
upload? 
Website upload ICOMOS Lebanon Social Media and Mail, ICOMOS 
International, ICOMOS-IFLA (Comité international des paysages culturels) 
CIIC (Comité international des itinéraires culturels) 

 
5-4  Affiliated organisation distribution? Unesco, Patrimoine Mondial.  
 
5-5  Other actions recommended? Legalisation of the protection of the site by 

Lebanese authorities, Site Management and maintenance, lighting, visitor 
centre/road access. 

 
 

6-0 Desired outcome 
 
6-1 To improve legal protection: To register the entire promontory as a non-

edificandi status, and to define a protection buffer zone 
 
6-2 To stop construction works that will alter the Cultural Landscape and Natural 

Heritage 
 
6-3 To stop construction permits that would result in irrevocable loss in the natural 

context 
 
6-4 Imposing minimum maintenance to stop further decay pending 

conservation/restoration work  
 
6-5 Modifying the project NA 
 
6-6 Stopping demolition NA 
 
6-7 Other, please specify 
 


