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1. Caring for Country – introducing the 
webinar series

by Helen Wilson

A  webi nar ser i es  on  C ar i ng  for  C ountry  i n  the  c l i mate cr i s i s  i s  be i ng  org ani zed by  

the  C ar i ng  for  C ountry  C om m ittee,  l ed  by  H e l en  Wi l son  and Ker i me Dani s  of  

A ustra l ia I C OMOS.  The  C om m ittee com pr i ses  m ost l y  I C OMOS m em bers ,  both  

I nd i g enous  and non- i ndig enous,  f rom A ustra l ia,  N ew Z ea l and and the  Paci f ic  

I s l ands .

The  C ar i ng For  C ountry  webi nars  are  part  of  the  I C OMOS webi nar  ser i es .  The  

webi nars  w i l l  address  c l i m ate  chang e  and i ts  i m pacts  on  cu l tura l  her i tag e,  the  l and 

and trad i t i ona l  pract i ces  i n  Oceani a .  The  ser i es  w i l l  prov i de an  opportuni ty  for  the  

v o i ces  of  I nd i g enous peopl e  i n  Oceani a  to  be  heard  and to  d i scuss  I nd i g enous  

H er i tag e,  C u l tura l  Landscape and C l i mate  C hang e  i n  A ustra l ia ,  N ew Z ea l and and the  

P aci f i c.  E i g ht  webi nars  are  p l anned,  s tar t i ng  on  7  J u l y  2021 and f i n i sh ing  i n  ear l y  

2022.  The  ser i es  w i l l  be  fo l l owed by  a  face- to- face workshop on C ar i ng for  C ountry  

i n  C l i mate  C hang e,  to  cont i nue  the  d i scuss i on i n  the  l eadup to  GA 2023 i n  Sydney .
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2. Webinar 1:
Oceania Wisdom for a Climate Chance
in the ICOMOS WEBINAR SERIES 

by (Waskam) Emelda Davis, Dr Anne Poelina + Dr Marie Geissler

Wednesday 4  A ug ust  2021,  12. 00 noon A EST (Durat i on approx .  1  hr 30 mi ns)

‘Oceani a  Wi sdom for  a  C l i mate  C hance ’ ,  br i ng s  tog ether  a  g roup of  d i s t i nguished 

F i rs t  N at i ons  A ustra l ians ,  N i  Vanuatu,  and A ustra l ian South Sea  I s l anders , who wi l l  

present  the i r  i ns i g hts  on the  i mpacts  of  c l i mate  chang e  on the i r  respect i ve  

domai ns of  l and and water  and the  I ndi g enous responses  to  these .  

C o-ordi nated by  ( Waskam)  Emel da Dav i s ,  Dr  A nne  Poe l i na  and Dr  Mar i e  Ge i ss l er ,  i t  

hi g hl ights  the  ‘c l i mate  chance ’  that  now ex i s ts ,  as  a  wi ndow of  opportuni ty  for  

g overnments  and outs i de  ag enci es  seek i ng susta i nable and l ong -term sol ut i ons  

f rom the  i mpacts  of  c l i mate chang e,  to  work  a l ong s ide F i rs t  N at i ons  peopl e .  

Throug h th i s  process  they  wi l l  be  i nformed of  the  anci ent  wi sdom tradi t i ons and 

i nt i mate  knowl edg e of  l ands  and the i r  i nterconnected b i ospheres  and seasons  that  

F i rs t  N at i ons  peopl es  hol d .  Th i s  knowl edge  draws  on thousands  of  years  of  

success fu l  natura l  resources  manag ement of  country  by  F i rs t  N at i ons  peopl es ,  

where  pract i ces  for  l and s tewardship are  h i g h ly  i nd i vidua l ized and respons i ve to  

the  d i f ferent  c i rcumstances  of  each habi tat .  E l ders  to  speak  i nc l ude  A unty  Sh i reen 

Mal amoo,  (Waskam)  Emel da Dav i s ,  Dr  A nne  Poe l i na,  U ncl e  Ben H arry ,  Pastor  Ray  

Mi nni econ and Samson V i v i l Fare .  Dr  Mar i e  Ge i ss ler  w i l l  g i v e  the  i ntroduct ion  to  

the  webi nar.
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Au n ty  Sh ireen Ma la moo (nee  H enaway) ,  i s  d i s t i ng uished A ustra l ian  South Paci f i c  

I s l ander  l eader and act i v i s t .  A  B i r i /Bir r i  Gubba woman,  she  was  born i n  1938 i n  

A yr  i n  northern Queens land and her  ear l y  years  were  spent  i n  the  town camp i n  

the  B i r r i g ubba Lands  of  P l antat ion C reek  i n  A yr .  A  th i rd  g enerat ion A ustra l ian,  

both her  parents  were  born i n  A yr  i n  Queens l and.  H er  father ’s  mother  was  f rom 

the  B i r r i g ubba peopl e  f rom Barack  i n  the  Burdek in ,  and her  mother ’s  mothers ’  

fami ly  were  i ndentured l abourers broug ht  f rom Tong oa i n  Vanuatu to  work  on 

sug ar  p l antat ions  i n  Queens l and.  

A unty  Sh i reen has  served on many  g overnment boards  represent ing the  i nterests  

of  i nd i genous  peopl e  i n  areas  re l at i ng to  human r i g hts ,  e th i cs ,  cu l ture ,  hea l th  and 

educat i on.  She  was  a  C ommiss ioner  of  the  A bor i g inal  and Torres  Stra i t  I s l ander  

C ommiss ion (A TSI C )  f rom 1991 to  1993 and on the  N SW Parol e  Board for  n i ne  

years .  She  i s  the  C ha i r  of  the  A ustra l ian  South Sea  I s l ander A ssoci at i on (Port  

J ackson)  i n  Sydney .  A unty  Sh i reen i s  an  accompl ished jazz  s i ng er  and profess i ona l  

ar t i s t .  
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(W a ska m) Emeld a Da v is  i s  a  second -g enerat ion human r i g hts  act i v i st  for  

A ustra l ian  South I s l anders .  She  hol ds  a  Masters  of  A rts  deg ree  f rom the  U ni vers ity  

of  Technol og y Sydney  for  her  work  on C hi l dren of  the  Sug ar  S l aves ,  and f rom 2009 

she  has  been the  Pres i dent  of  the  Board of  the  A ustra l ian  South Paci f ic  I s l ander  

A ssoci at ion (Port  J ackson)  (A SSI -P J)  i n  Sydney .  A SSI -P J  was  voted the  of f i c i al  

representat ive  voi ce  as  the  A SSI  N at i ona l  Secretar i at  i n  2012,  and s i nce  then has  

been a  vehi c le that  ensures  fu l l ,  fa i r  and transparent  part i c ipat i on for  

communit ies  at  l arg e  and A ustra l ian  South Sea  I s l anders on a  s tate ,  nat i ona l  and 

g l oba l  sca l e .  http://www.ass ipj .com.au/ .

Emel da’s l andmark  achi evements  i nc l ude  the  2013 N SW Par l i ament b i part isan 

support  i n  the  name of  soci a l  just i ce  for  A SSI s .  Emel da as  a  d i rector  wi th  four  

other  women has  formed The  L i l l ian  C rombie  Foundat i on (TLC )  to  ass i s t  

I nd i g enous  and broader  communit ies  fac i ng  hardship .  I n  2015 A SSI . PJ  rece i ved the  

N SW C ounci l  for  Paci f i c  C ommunit ies  A ward i n  the  ‘C ommunity  Events ’  and 

‘Strong er  Fami l ies ’  categ ory .  I n  2016 Emel da was  been nom i nated for  N SW Wom en 

of  the  Year  by  her  l oca l  member  for  Sydney  A l ex  Greenwich i n  further i ng the  

p l i g ht  of  her  peopl e .  

Emel da i s  a  founder  of  the  work i ng  g roup for  The  B l ack  C ol l ect ive  A U  of  2018 and 

on the  Paci f ic  C ul tures  A dv i sory  Pane l  at  the  A ustra l ian  Museum. For  her  advocacy  

work  she  has  rece i ved many  awards  i nc l uding  i n  2020 the  N SW Premi ers 

Mul t i cu ltura l  C ommunity  Medal .  She  was  recent l y  appoi nted to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  

Sydney ,  C l over  Moore ’s  representat ive  team.  

Caring f o r  Country  E -News | page 4

car ingforcountry .web@gmail .com

NEWSLETTER
2. Oceania 

Wisdom for 

a Climate 

Chance

JUNE 2021 / ISSUE 1

http://www.assipj.com.au/
mailto:caringforcountry.web@gmail.com


Dr An n e Poel in a  i s  a  N y i k ina Warrwa ( I ndi g enous  A ustra l ian)  woman i n  the  

K i mberley reg i on of  Western  A ustra l ia .  Poe l i na i s  an  act i ve  I ndi g enous  community  

l eader ,  human and earth  r i g hts  advocate ,  f i l mmaker  and a  respected academic 

researcher,  w i th  a  Doctor  of  Phi l osophy ,  Master  of  Publ i c H ea l th  and Tropi ca l  

Medi c i ne ,  Master  of  Educat i on,  Master  of  A rts  ( I nd i genous  Soci a l  Pol i cy )  recent l y  

submi tted a  PhD (H ealth  Sc i ence)  t i t l ed,  ‘ Martuwarra F i rs t  Law Mul t i -Species  

J ust i ce  Decl arat ion of  I nterdependence:  Wel l being of  Land,  L i v i ng  Waters ,  and 

I nd i g enous  A ustra l ian  Peopl e ’ .  S i g natory  to  the  Redstone  Statement 2010 she  

hel ped draf t  at  the  1st  I nternat ional  Summi t  on I ndi genous  Env i ronmenta l  

Ph i l osophy  i n  2010.  A s  the  I naug ural  C ha i r  of  the  N at i ona l  F i rs t  Peopl es  Water  

Eng ag ement C ounci l  i n  2011 and l ater  the  same year  she  was  e l ected onto the  

Broome Shi re  C ounci l  and became Deputy  Sh i re  Pres i dent  i n  her  f i r s t  term of  

of f i ce .

A nne  i s  a  2011 Peter  C ul len Fe l l ow for  Water  Leadership .   I n  2017,  she  was  

awarded a  Laureate  f rom the  Women’s  Wor l d  Summit  Foundat i on (Geneva) ,  

e l ected C ha i r  of  the  Martuwarra F i tzroy  R i ver  C ounci l  (2018) ,  A djunct  Professor  

and Seni or  Research Fe l l ow wi th  N otre  Dame U ni vers ity  and a  Research Fe l l ow 

wi th  N orthern A ustra l ia I nst i tute  C har l es  Darwi n  U ni versity .  Poe l i na i s  a  V i s i t i ng 

Fe l l ow wi th  the  C rawford School  of  Publ i c  Pol i cy at  the  A ustra l ian N at i ona l  

U ni vers ity ,  C anberra A ustra l ia Water  J ust i ce  H ub to  focus  on I ndi g enous  Water  

Va l uat ion and Res i l ient  Deci s ion -mak ing .  

Profess i onal  webs i te :   www. martuwarraf itzroyr iver.org  

ORC I D:  https :/ /orc i d.org /0000 -0001-6461-7681

Personal  webs i te :  www. majala .com.au
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Pa stor  Ra y  Min n iecon i s  an  e l der  I ndi g enous  s tatesman,  and a  descendant  of  the  

Kabi Kabi nat i on and the  Gurang Gurang nat i on of  South -East  Queens land.  H e  i s  

a l so  a  descendant  of  the  South Sea  I s l ander  peopl e  f rom A mbrym I s l and.  H e  

g raduated i n  A rts  f rom Murdoch U ni vers ity,  Western  A ustra l ia  and s i nce  has  been 

a  d i s t i ng uished l oca l  and i nternat ional  I ndi g enous  l eader  throug h h i s  successfu l  

advocacy  for  the  se l f -determinat ion of  A ustra l ian I ndi g enous cu l ture  and l aw.  H e  

has  a l so  been a  dr i v ing force  i n  the  movement to  recog ni se I ndi g enous  

contr i but i on to  the  A ustra l ian  armed forces .  I n  1995 he  made an i ntervent i on at  

the  U N  i n  Geneva  on behal f  of  I nd i genous  Peopl es  at  the  f i r s t  hear i ng of  the  Draf t  

Decl arat ion of  the  R i g hts  of  I ndi genous  peopl es .

H e i s  a  Di rector  of  Bunj i C onsul tancies ,  whi ch  supports  l eadership,  bus i ness  

i n i t i at ives  and community deve l opment projects ;  a  current  Board Member of  

N A I I TS :  A n I ndi g enous  Learni ng C ommunity,  whi ch  i s  an  accredi ted i nternat iona l  

I nd i g enous  U ni versity ,  of fer i ng  post  g raduate  deg ree  prog rams;  a  C ounci l  member  

of  St  A ndrew’s  C athedral  School .  Founder  of  Gawura Pr i vate  A bor i g inal  School ;  a  

Board member  of  Red Dust  Rol e  Model s ;  and a  Board Member annexed to  ag ed 

care  serv i ces .  Ray  was  Wor l d  V i s i on l eader  for  the i r  I nd i genous  prog rams i n  

A ustra l ia for  over  twel ve  years .  I n  the  A ng l ican Di ocese  of  Sydney  Ray  i s  the  

Pastor  of  Scarred Tree  I ndi g enous  Mi ni s tr ies  at  St .  J ohn’s  A ng l ican C hurch,  G l ebe  

N SW.  H e  i s  current l y work i ng  l oca l ly and i nternat ional ly  on c l i mate advocacy  

i ssues  on behal f  of  I nd i g enous  and Torres  Stra i t  I s l ander  peopl es .
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Sa mson  VILVIL  FARE i s  the  H i g h C ommiss ioner  of  Vanuatu based i n  C anberra.  H e  

was appoi nted i n  A ug ust  2019.  I n  th i s  ro l e ,  he  represents  h i s  Government’s  

i nterests  i n  the  b i l ateral  re l at i onship wi th  the  Government of  the  C ommonwealth  

of  A ustra l ia and i ts  partners ,  i nc l uding  i nternat iona l  org ani zat i ons  (U . N .  and 

N GOs)  based i n  A ustra l ia.  H . E.  a l so  works  c l ose l y  wi th  other  Fore i g n  and 

Di p l omatic  Mi ss i ons  (40 of  them)  based i n  C anberra wi th  cross  – accredi tat ion to  

Vanuatu.  

Pr i or  to  h i s  appoi ntment to  th i s  pos i t i on,  H i s  Exce l l ency  occupi ed severa l  

s i g n i f icant  i nternat iona l  deve l opment ro l es  for  over  10 years  i n  Europe.  H i s  

Exce l l ency’s  exper i ence  i s  i nformed by  h i s  academic backg round i n  Sc i ences ,  

Bi odi vers ity and C onservat i on (H onors )  and Env i ronmenta l  Pol i cy and Susta i nable  

Deve l opment,  hav i ng compl eted s tudi es  at  the  master ’s  l eve l  (2  Master ’s  Deg rees)  

i n  Par i s ,  France  (Master  of  Economi cs  and Soci a l  Sc i ences  at  I ns t i tut C athol ique de  

Par i s ,  Par i s  France ,  Master  of  Sc i ences :  B i odi vers ity  and C onservat ion:  Sorbonne 

U ni vers ité ,  Par i s  France) .

U nder  h i s  work  wi th  U N  A g enci es ,  H . E.  Mr .  V I LVI L  FA RE was  i nstrumenta l  i n  

transforming key  Smal l  I s l and Deve l oping States  (S I DS)  portfo l i os  as  wel l  as  

conceptua l izat ion and i mpl ementat ion of  S I DS  i n i t i at i ves,  such as  “Food Secur i ty  

and N utr i t i on for  Smal l  I s l ands  Deve l oping  States  s trateg y” ,  “B l ue  Growth Strategy  

for  S I DS”  and success fu l  i ntroduct i on of  B l ue  Fashi on i n i t i at ives  for  S I DS.
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A s  the  Techni ca l  Expert  for  Smal l  I s l and Deve l oping States  (S I DS)  wi th  Food and 

A g r i cu lture  Org ani zat ion of  U ni ted N at i ons  (U N FA O)  based i n  Rome;  he  worked 

col l aborat ively  wi th  Smal l  I s l and Deve l oping States  (across  the  A t l ant i c ,  I nd i an 

Ocean,  Medi terranean and South C hi na  Sea  [A I MS] ,  C ar i bbean and the  Paci f ic ) ,  a  

tota l  of  52 countr i es ,  as  wel l  as  wi th  key  donors  - B i l ateral  and Mul t i la tera l  - and 

deve l opment partners  i nc l uding  I nternat ional  Fund for  A g r i cu ltura l  Deve l opment 

( I FA D) ,  European U ni on,  N ordi c  C ounci l  of  Mi n i s ters and Wor l d  Bank  and,  etc .  

P r i or  to  h i s  ro l e  wi th  U N FA O, H i s  Exce l lency  was  empl oyed as  the  I ntra  A C P  

A g r i cu ltura l  Pol i cy  Prog ramme C oordi nator ,  an  A fr i can,  C ar i bbean and P aci f i c-

European U ni on jo i nt  i nst i tut i on i n  the  N ether l ands .  Dur i ng  h i s  tenure ,  he  

success fu l ly  manag ed a  26 mi l l ion  Euros  Prog ram over  4  years  and coordi nated 

work  prog rams at  pol i cy  and techni cal  l eve l  between the  C ar i bbean and the  Paci f ic  

I s l and reg i ons  wi th  cross  l earn ing exper i ences  f rom A fr i ca  and I ndi an Ocean.

Pr i or  to  that ,  H i s  Exce l l ency  was  Vanuatu’s  Deputy  Permanent  De l eg ate  to  

U . N . E.S .C.O (between 2011 -2013) ,  where  he  ensured that  Vanuatu’s  i nterests  i n  

the  area  of  Educat i on,  C ul ture ,  Sc i ences  and Soci a l  Sc i ences ,  i nc l uding Wor l d  

H er i tag e were  pr i or i t ized e f fect i ve ly.  C oncurrent ly i n  h i s  capaci ty  as  a  Vanuatu 

d i p l omat i n  Europe,  H i s  Exce l l ency  a l so  prov i ded techni cal  expert i se  to  support  

the  work  of  the  Embassy  of  Vanuatu i n  Brusse ls  on themati c  areas  re l at i ng  to  

C l i mate C hang e,  Env i ronment,  F i sher i es and Susta i nable  Deve l opment.  
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She  i s  Research A ssoci ate  to  the  N at i ona l  Museum of  A ustra l ia i n  C anberra  and an 

I nvest i gat i on Team Member  of  the  I ndi g enous  Knowl edge  Forum, at  the  Law 

School  at  the  U ni vers ity of  Technol og y Sydney  

(https :/ /www.indigenousknowledg eforum.org /) ,  a  research adv i sor  to  ( Waskam )  

Emel da Dav i s ,  the  cha i r  of  the  A ustra l ian  South Sea  I s l ander A ssoci at i on i n  Sydney  

(http://www.ass ip j.com.au/wantok -s trateg y-team/)  and to  Dr  A nne  Poe l i na  

C hai rman for  the  Martuwarra F i tzroy  R i ver  C ounci l  i n  Western A ustra l ia 

(http:// https :/ /martuwarrafitzroyr iver .org/about ) .  

H er  recent  publ icat ions i nc l ude:  C ontemporary I ndi genous  A ustra l ian  A rt  and 

N ati ve  T i t l e  Land C l a im’. A rts 2021,10,  

32. https :/ /doi .org/10.3390/arts10020032 ,  U l l i Be i er ,  The  A bor i g ina l  A rts  Board 

and A bor i ginal  Se l f  Determinat ion’ . A ustra l ian and N ew Z ea l and J ourna l  of  A rt ,  

December 2020. https :/ /doi .org/10.1080/14434318.2020.1837380 and The  Maki ng  

of  I nd i genous  A ustra l ian  A rt .  A rnhem Land Bark  Pa i nt i ng  1970 -1990,  2021 

C ambr idg e Schol ars ,  N ewcast le  upon Tyne,  U ni ted K i ng dom.
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Dr Marie  Geissler  wil l  introduce the webinar

Dr Ma rie  Geiss ler  i s  an  academ ic wr i ter  and curator  of  

I nd i genous A ustra l ian contemporary ar t  and was  an  

H onorary A ssociate  Fe l l ow at  the  U ni versity of  

Wol l ongong,  Facul ty of  H umanit ies ,  Law and the  A rts  

f rom 2019-2020.  

Car ing  For  Country  Webinars  in  the ICOMOS WEBINAR SERIES  

Webinar 1: "OCEANIA WISDOM FOR A CLIMATE CHANCE" 

Wednesday 4 August 2021, 12.00 noon AEST

(Webinar durat ion approx .  1 hour 30 mins)
P lease Reg ister at :

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rZT69IjTSKGL1eEBdR3RXg

Webinar N° 959 0721 9926

Code: 718730

https://www.indigenousknowledgeforum.org/),
http://www.assipj.com.au/wantok-strategy-team/)
http:// https/martuwarrafitzroyriver.org/about
https://doi.org/10.3390/arts10020032
https://doi.org/10.1080/14434318.2020.1837380
mailto:caringforcountry.web@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rZT69IjTSKGL1eEBdR3RXg


Tradi t i onal  l ands  and associ ated cu l tura l  pract i ces  throug h the  process  of  car i ng  

for  country  are  of  fundamenta l  i mportance  for  I ndi g enous  peopl es .  C l i mate 

chang e  i s  i mpact ing on l ands ,  t radi t i onal  pract i ces  and cu l tura l  her i tag e  i n  

Oceani a  and d i rect l y and i mmediately  threatening th i s  fundamental  re l at i onship .  

The  webi nars  i n  the  C ar i ng For  C ountry  webi nar  ser i es  wi l l  address  d i f ferent  

aspects  and examples  of  the  i mpact  of  c l i mate  chang e  on l ands ,  I nd i g enous  peopl e  

and cu l ture .  E i g ht  webi nars  are  p l anned,  s tart i ng  on 7  J u l y  2021 and f i n i shing i n  

ear l y  2022.

The  f i r s t  Webi nar  i n  the  ser i es ,  ‘Oceani a Wi sdom for  a  C l i mate  C hance ’ ,  i s  

i ntroduced i n  sect i on 2.

I n  Webi nar  2 ,  we  wi l l  hear  about  a  project  whi ch  a i ms  to  i ncrease  the  capaci ty  of  

NSW A bor i g ina l  communit ies to  d i scuss  and cons i der  adaptat i on deci s i on -making 

around c l i mate  chang e  i mpacts .  A n example wi l l  be  d i scussed on how c l i mate  

i mpacts  have  been addressed recent l y  on tradi t i ona l  l and and how mutual  

s treng th,  l i nkag es  and support  have  been g a i ned f rom i nteract i on between 

sc i ent i s ts  and the  J o i nt  Manag ement C ommittee .

A  further  webi nar  wi l l  d i scuss  the  i mpact  of  cu l ture  and c l i mate  chang e  on 

tradi t i onal  f i re  pract i ces  and how I ndi genous  pract i ces  can conta i n  the  answers  to  

address ing damag ed l andscapes  and c l i mate  chang e.  
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A  number  of  webi nars  wi l l  l ook  at  community  res i l ience and tradi t i onal  pract i ces  

i n  the  Paci f ic  I s l ands i n  adapt i ng to  c l i mate chang e,  as  wel l  as  the  i mpacts  of  

c l i mate  chang e  upon smal l  i s l and s tates  resul t i ng  i n  the  need to  sh i f t  f rom 

ancestra l  homes.  

Soci a l  just i ce  for  A ustra l ian South Sea  I s l anders  (A SSI )  and F i rs t  Nat i ons  Peopl es  

throug hout  the  Paci f i c  and the  i mpacts  of  c l i mate  chang e  on l oca l  l ands ,  cu l tura l  

her i tag e s i tes  and threatened l oca l  economi es  wi l l  be  the  subject  of  one  of  the  

l ater  webi nars .  

The  f i na l  webi nar  wi l l  be  a  Wrap -U p d i scuss ion wi th  a  se l ect i on of  speakers  

d i scuss ing i ssues  ar i s i ng  i n  the  prev i ous  webi nars .
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For informat ion on upcoming  webinars  go to:

ICOMOS Webinar Series | Caring For Country: Webinar 1 -
International Council on Monuments and Sites

mailto:caringforcountry.web@gmail.com
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4. Cyclone Pam disaster relief in Vanuatu  

Words by Helen Wilson from “Pam Disaster Rel ief  Suppl ies  

Report ” ci ted below, images by Austral ian South Sea 

Is landers (Port Jackson)  – (ASSIPJ)

C ateg ory  5  ‘monster ’  cyc l one  Pam hi t  Vanuatu i n  March 2015 and caused mass i ve 

destruct i on part i cu lar ly i n  the  Shefa and Tafea i s l ands  of  Erromang o ,  Tanna ,  

A ni wa.  Futuna  and A ne i tym, damag ing homes  and g ardens  that  most  peopl e  i n  the  

area  depended on for  subs i s tence  l i v ing .
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W o r d s  b y  H e l e n  W i l s o n  f r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  p a g e  2 ,  “ P a m  D i s a s t e r  R e l i e f  S u p p l i e s  R e p o r t ”  c o m p i l e d  b y  

L u t u S a k i t a ,  2 5  A u g u s t  2 0 1 5  ( s u p p l i e d  b y  A u s t r a l i a n  S o u t h  S e a  I s l a n d e r s ( P o r t  J a c k s o n )  – A S S I P ) ) .  

I m a g e s  s u p p l i e d  b y  A S S I P J .
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Thi s  has  had tremendous  pos i t i ve  e f fect  on the  re -streng thening  of  tr i ba l  counci l ’s  

structure ,  as  peopl e  i n  remote  areas  re l y  on community/tr ibal  g overnance that  

encompasses  l eadership ,  community harmoni sat ion and l i ve l ihood sustenance .

A u st ra l ia n S ou t h  S e a  I s la n d ers ( Port  J a c k s on)  – ( A S S I PJ) suppl ied re l i e f  

whi ch  was  d i s tr i buted by  TA C C  col l aborat ively  wi th  Tafea Prov i ncial  g overnment 

C ounci l ,  N i ko Letan counci l  of  ch i e fs ,  Tafea cul tura l  centre ,  Lenake l muni c ipal i ty  

and re l i ef  centres .  

PHOTO CREDIT:  Australian South Sea Islanders (Port Jackson) – (ASSIPJ)
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5. Torres Straits sea level rise

By Helen Wilson,  from the Sydney Morning Herald articles  ci ted 

below.

We usua l l y th i nk  of  c l i mate chang e  f l oodi ng i s l ands and i mpact ing peopl es  i n  the  

Paci f i c – but  th i s  i s  happening  i n  A ustra l ia  too – i n  the  Torres  Stra i t  I s l ands .  

Sea  wal l s  have  been bui l t  of  the  sea - f ront  i n  some i s l ands ,  but  as  the  l oca l s  say ,  

these  are  onl y  band a i d  so l ut i ons  and do not  so l ve  the  c l i mate i mpact  probl em of  

sea  i ncurs ion l ong - term. 
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The seawall on Saibai Island built to protect the island from increasing tides and sea levels caused by climate 
change. PHOTO CREDIT: Kate Geraghty, The Sydney Morning Herald, https://www.smh.com.au/national/torres-
strait-lodge-complaint-with-the-un-against-australian-government-20210614-h1whyj.html
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Torres  Stra i t  I s l anders  have  l odg ed c l a i ms  wi th  the  U ni ted N at i ons  ag a i nst  

A ustra l ia for  l ack  of  act i on on c l i mate  chang e.  The  H uman R i g hts  C ommittee of  the  

U ni ted N at i ons  may  hand down i ts  f i nd i ng s  to  these  c l a i ms  i n  J u l y  2021.
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The  i nformation i n  th i s  news l etter  comes  f rom the  SMH  art i c l es  be l ow.  You can 

read more  about  th i s  i s sue  i n  the  SMH  art i c l es :  

https :/ /www.smh.com.au/pol it ics/ federal/united -nat i ons -set- to-decide -c l imate-

c l a i ms -by-torres-s trait - is landers -aga inst -austral ia-20210614-p580s j .html

a n d

https :/ /www.smh.com.au/environment/torres -s trait - is landers- just -guess ing-now -

when-predict ing-weather -20210614-p580vm.html

The seawall being built on Boigu Island to protect the island from increasing tides and sea levels caused by 
climate change. PHOTO CREDIT: Kate Geraghty, The Sydney Morning Herald, 
https://www.smh.com.au/national/torres-strait-lodge-complaint-with-the-un-against-australian-government-
20210614-h1whyj.html
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6. Caring For Country Committee: Pacific and 
Indigenous Voices on Culture, Heritage and 
the Climate Crisis

by Helen Wilson and Kerime Danis  

Co-Convenors,  Caring For Country Committee

The  C ar i ng For  C ountry  C ommittee has  been operat i ng  for  a  year .  Members are  

most l y  A ustra l ia  I C OMOS members,  w i th  some I C OMOS N Z  and I C OMOS Pas i f i ka  

members  and a l so  a  few non - I C OMOS members ,  i nc l uding  I ndi genous  members .  

We were  recent l y  accepted by  A ustra l ia  I C OMOS as  an  ‘of f i c i a l ’  commi ttee ,  the  

‘C A RI NG FOR C OU N TRY C OMMI TTEE,  a  Work i ng  Group of  A ustra l ia I C OMOS’.  

We are  work i ng  i n  the  C l i mate  C hang e,  C ul tura l  H er i tage  and I ndi g enous area  and 

are  busy  org ani z ing a  ser i es  of  around 8  webi nars i n  2021 -2022,  then we wi l l  

org ani ze  a  fo l l ow -on day  workshop as  a  s i de  event  to  GA 2023.  

Ba ckg round to  th e  fo rma tion o f  th e  co mmi ttee :

A ndrew Potts  (C onvenor  of  the  I C OMOS C l i mate  C hang e and H er i tage  Work i ng  

Group - C C H WG)  was  or i g i na l ly org ani z ing a  C ar i ng  For  C ountry  workshop as  a  s i de  

event  to  the  Sydney  I C OMOS Genera l  A ssembly (GA  2020) :  Ca r i ng Fo r  Co u n try:  

Pa c i f ic  a n d  I n d igenous Vo i ces o n  Cu l tu re ,  H er i tage a n d  th e  C l i ma te Cr i s is .  Th i s  

workshop was  to  be  a  space  for  I ndi genous  Paci f ic  peopl e  and A bor i g ina l  and 

Torres  Stra i t  I s l and voi ces  on cu l tura l  her i tag e  as  human r i g ht  and on car i ng  for  

p l aces  and community i n  a  chang i ng c l i mate,  as  wel l  as  for  d i scuss i ng  partnersh ips  

and sol i dar ity  wi th  the  g l oba l  cu l tura l  her i tag e communi ty. A  certa i n  amount of  

work  was  done,  however  as  A ndrew i s  based i n  the  U S i t  was  d i f f i cu lt  for  h i m to  

make  l oca l  contacts  and arrang ements  and org ani ze the  GA 2020 workshop f rom 

afar ,  so  H e l en Wi l son,  a  member  of  the  C l i mate C hang e  and H er i tag e Work i ng  

Group and Susta i nabi l i ty Foca l  Poi nt  for  GA 2020/2023,  took  on the  org ani zat ion of  

the  GA 2020 workshop.  
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Co n venors:

The  l eadership  team compr i sed H e l en, Ker i me Dani s  and Di ane  Menzi es  (N Z ) ,  

a l thoug h Di ane  has  recent l y  taken l eave  f rom the  commi ttee  because  of  other  fu l l -

t i me commi tments .  H e l en Wi l son and Ker i me Dani s  are  now co -convenors  of  the  

C ommittee .  

Ou r  Memb ership:

The  C ommittee  wi l l  run unt i l  GA 2023 and concl ude  i ts  work  a f ter  the  Genera l  

A ssembly i n  Sydney  i n  2023 (GA 2023) .  We have  i nv i ted I ndi g enous  and non -

i ndi g enous  members  f rom A ustra l ia and the  Paci f ic  and we current l y are  l ook i ng for  

more members  i n  NZ  and the  Paci f i c.  We have  a l so  i nv i ted a  number of  Emerg i ng  

Profess i onals  i n  the  her i tag e f i e l d  to  jo i n  us ,  most l y  throug h the  A ustra l ia  I C OMOS 

N SW Mentor i ng  prog ram, to  ass i s t  w i th  webi nar org ani zat ion and techni ca l  adv i ce .  

I t  i s  usefu l  to  have  the  f l ex ib i l i ty to  se l ect  our  members  qui ck ly  as  we  need to  be  

abl e  to  respond to  deadl ines  i n  our  work  prog ram. We need a l l  our  commi ttee  

members  to  be  act i ve  and to  contr i bute  and ass i s t  i n  a l l  the  tasks  that  need to  be  

done i n  order  to  g et  the  webi nars up and runni ng.

The  commi ttee meets  every  month to  org ani ze the  webi nars  and l i a i se  wi th  

presenters .  

I f  you are interested in  jo in ing  the committee and contr ibuting to  the 

organization of  the webinars  and later  workshop, p lease contact us  at  

car ingforcountry.web@gmail .com .
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